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THE NEW MUSEUM

65 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10003 (212) 41-8962

August 14, 1980

Amnon Barzel

Chief Curator

Tel-Hai 80 Contemporary Art Meeting
Tel-Hai College - Art Institute
P.0.B. 20064 Tel Aviv

ISRAEL

Dear Amnon Barzel:
NNTOIN TN T Y NUNAX 1N

Thank you for sending us infotmation about your forchcoming art

meeting 'Tel-Hai 80'". Ive uch appreciate your kind invi-

tation to participate, but u’%gtunabely will n\ot: be in Israel

this fall. /

|

Best success to your project. Gy

Sincerely,

" Public Art and Early Media Archive
oz ;a

rcia Tucker
irector

MT/nrr
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Amnon Barzel

Chief Curator

Tel-Hai Contemporary Art Meeting
Tel-Hai College - Art Institute
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NICHOLAS POPE
21 VICARAGE ROAD
ALTON
HAMPSHIRE GU34 1NZ
ALTON (0420) 88194

o Y U

'
Dear Nh:‘ B(?T.Z\&jll “q"rmn NM2AX NN 1K

I shall be "I’Ylf%.: %) 1ight B.A. 576016'0(\6
at TelmAviv on Tissday 26%h Avgust. I

Public Art and Early Media Archive

think that will give me sufficient time to

make something. I have my ticket. I 100k
forward to hearing more of the details

aﬁ%ut the landsgape, eoulnment and tofls
k3 t?

4 ?’:},'k"
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Tel-Aviv, 24 October 79

Gioncarlo roliti editore
36, Via Donztello

20131 lilano, Italy

Dears Giancarlo and Helena,

Just today 1 got the advertisment forus, rates and some numbers
of Flash Art - HRUJEeTNLaITNALRXGLINY best to get subscribers for
the magazine and a lopf advertise.ents.

Attached to this 1<Ite u (giARTEOMR -gn additional list of
Isreeli artists - Fadderi Y the irt diary 80C.

1 hope its not t60 late.

1 em preparhlgpnwl'gﬂwq-ﬁawaé%9 Asghi¥Bntewporary exrt in
Israel, es we agreed.
in e week, It will be decided zbout realizing an international

art-meeting ia Israel, «t the Galilse — efter wy plans. I will
write you everythin_ ebout it, end you will, definitely, be

invited to take pert in tais meeting, which will take place

at th end of April 8C. You both.
How I have to decide which :rtist will be shown et the Israeli
pavélion in the Venice Bieneglle. Iy intention is to show
political ert (I think that I will have, also, to create
the artists...)

1 am curious to see the new Flash Art internetional Avanti
to the top success of editing an art magezine

I will be in Itely agein in January, till then you willi get

ny material.
all the love and friendship

yours
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Artists

Arowetti Batia, 18 Hanevyiw St. Tel-Aviv-Tel (03) 294106

Aliua Rita, 7 Hanelech Koresh St. Tel-aviv, Tel (03) 624749
Bak Shumel, 41 Hashikma st, Savion, Tel (03) 750683

Bishofs laris, 8 iirchei-Aviv St. Tel-Aviv, Tel (03) 25121y
Eshel-Gershuni Bianka, 4C Hankin St, Ra'asnana.
Gat 5lighu, 56 Nahmani St. Tel-Aviv.

Naten Lfrat, %wﬂfqﬁﬁhgjﬁtynmg.&ivon.

reralta Daniel, Kfar Szold, Gad

Shemi Yechiel, ki‘, abr D.u. GRlil ra'aravi
4

smilensky seoui, ovigcn v, Pgnovot, Tel (U54) SIIPT
O,

s e
WENTUTE O P ELSENCE
o»ﬂwnw-l

Galleries Public Art and Early Media Archive

Graphics 3, 2 hapu st., Haifa, Tel (04) 246783

Mabat, 31 Gordon 5t, Tel-Aviv, Tel (03) 236868,

Talma, 2/ Gordon 5t, Tel-Aviv, Tel (0 ) 237517

\
piroche, I0 & Kikar Kedunim, (1d Jaffa, Tel (03) 823154

NCOTE

The Galleries: Kirshtein Beni & Russ - Do not exist eny more.
Art liggazines

Proza, rF.0.B. 6072, Tel-Aviv, Tel (03) 235304.

fublic & 4xi.ate Cultursl Institutes
Tel-hai Art college, Tel-Hai, Galil sliyon- tel (0U67) 40969.
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CONTEMPORARY ART MEETING B 0o ook waen

I am glad to have this opportunity of writing to you, and hope that
following this letter, we'll also be able to meet.

You are invited to take part in the Contemporary Art Meeting
"Tel-Hai 80", which will be opened on September 3rd, 1980 and be held
for four days.

NNTHIN AN NN NUPRK J1TIAK z
The meeting will take pié-xc‘:él on' the ‘grounds BEthe?881-Hai college,
situated in the Upper Galilee, in the northern-part of Israel and

close to the Lebanese border. ;i‘ 11 be  held in interior and open

spaces, within the landscap ovey ookifng the Hula»Valley and the
Golan Heights. | ﬁ"’@f\ > ARTLAB

About 60 artists and theoreticians from Israel, Europe and the United

States will participatjeui;m:t,r\isamb!;&ngr whidihy widhkjdimclude three main
fields of activity:

- works in nature;
- performances and events;

- video;

During the meeting there will be held a symposium on "Art and Society
in thel970's". The main fields of activity will be accompanied with
projects in printing and photography.

il 2

TEL-HAI COLLEGE, ART INSTITUTE, UPPER GALILEE, ISRAEL. 1"JU 2'72 .).T .NMINDNI NonRN . N-9N0 N990n

OFFICE: TEL AVIV, P.O.B. 20064, ISRAEL. tel O3-2894-106 11970.20064 .7.0.2aN JN TWWwn
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CONTEMPORARY ART MEETING

As far as works-in-nature are concerned, the Tel-Hai meeting will
constitute a succession of art-in-process. During the four days
meeting the participating artists will be working in nature, making
utmost use of materials-of-nature in order to create temporary or
lasting results. This realm of sculpture may be defined as "Sketching
in Nature".

Mechanical equipment, pxan;pq:patﬁqn*ﬂaciknchesﬂ1woaking materials and
assisting staff will be put at the artists' disposal.

The equipment required for car: g out/ofﬁthevperformances and presenting
the video will be available tﬁ artigts, who "\'g\q.q.l be able to use the
services of technical assis s fid>. e\

Towards the opening of the et a biYiHBUaTﬁiatatogue (Hebrew-English)
will be prepared, in which - es will be allocated to each artist.
This catalogue will include the synopsis’of lectures to be delivered by
the artists and theoreticians. e g

The meeting will be documented in video films and by a photographing
project. Public Art and Early Media Archive

The "Tel-Hai 80" meeting is a project of the Upper Galilee Regional
Council, comprised of 27 kibbutzim. It is perhaps for the first time
that socialistic communes initiate and organize a large-scale event
in contemporary art.

The operational staff behind this meeting is made up of the people of
the Tel-Hai College Art Institute, who are artists and administrative
executives, members of the Upper Galilee Kibbutzim.

The invited participants will be accomodated in the kibbutzim and
guest-houses around Tel-Hai. The invited artists, from Israel and
abroad, will be able to stay there in order to plan their works as
early as two weeks prior to the meeting.

This invitation includes a round-trip flight, accomodation and hosting
in Israel.

)

TEL-HAI COLLEGE, ART INSTITUTE, UPPER GALILEE, ISRAEL. 1"JU 2'22 )7 NAPINDKD NONN . N-9N NJ30D

OFFICE: TEL AViv, P.O.B. 20064, ISRAEL. tel O3-294-106 N9J0.20064 .7.N0.22N N TWwn
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CONTEMPORARY ART MEETING II- NMINT-N1 NUINX waian

After having received your answer in the affirmative (which should be
given up to February 20th) to participate in the performance/video

part of the meeting, you will be furnished with the technical details
regarding the meetind; the eduipmént hvaildbie' to you, and the particulars
of the catalogue.

- ARTLAB

D

Public Art and carly iMiedia Archi

Sincerely yours,

Amnon Barzel
Chief Curator.

TEL-HAI COLLEGE, ART INSTITUTE, UPPER GALILEE, ISRAEL. 1"JU 2'2) ). 7 AMIDKI NONN N-2N NJJ0D

OFFICE: TEL AVIV, P.O.B. 20064, ISRAEL. tel O3-2394-106 1970.20064 .7.0.22K N TWwn
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ARTISTS working in nature
and not from nature are
phenomena of the past 15 years.
Instead of observing the
landscape in order to translate
its forms and colours into two-
dimensional pictures or
sculpted volumes, earth, con-
ceptual, video and environmen-
tal artists have taken to the
field to reorganize, alter or
supplement the natural sur-
roundings by harnessing the
materials and technology of a
particular site.

The '“Tel Hai '80, Contem-
porary Art Meeting'' conducted
over four days last week at the
Tel Hai Art College brought
together 45 artists, critics and
theoreticians from Israel and
abroad who produced works of
art, discussed relevant issues in
today's art world, took part in
happenings and performances
and listened to a symposium on
‘‘Art and Society."" There was
an average daily attendance of
about 4,500.

Unlike other international
festivals which are initiated for
prestige purposes and whose
goals filter down to the public,
““Tel Hai '80"" was conceived as
a grass-roots affair. It began as
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Bolder & boulder

Zvi Hecker: geodisic construction
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most important conceptualists,
Micha Ullman created a moun-
tainside mud and stone bunker,
which also suggested an
archaeological dig. Removed
from the Museum plaza or
Biennale pavilion  and
reconstituted in a natural set-
ting, the meaning attached to
Ullman’'s work has been con-
siderably elevated.

Serge Spitzer, after countless
experiments describing the in-
terrelationships of
photographic light, and
volumetric and sculptural
space, assembled a mysterious-
ly effective installation in the
deep recesses of a dank bomb
shelter, an indication that for
this kind of expression all the
elements (form, light, shape,
proportion, elevation and im-
agery) must answer to the
finite conclusion of the whole
piece.

The transportation, shuffling
and descriptive reassembling
of boulders and rocks into dis-
tinctive landmarks was per-
formed to perfection by Boaz
Ovadia, Dalia Meiri, Ezra Orion
and the American Jody Pinto.
Tuly Baumna's typographical
headlines transferred to the
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artists associated with the Tel
Hai Art College in Upper
Galilee. The project’s final for-
mat developed under the direc-
tion and guidance of Amnon
Barzel, who received
organizational, logistical and
financial support (18250,000)
from the Regional Council of
the Upper Galilee. The council,
comprising 27 kibbutzim, con-
sidered this venture an impor-
tant social undertaking as well
as an artistic one.

As a committee of one,
curator Barzel invited the artists
of his choice and was also
responsible for persuading a
number of important
Europeans and Americans to
participate, a group that added
a needed dimension to the
meeting. In addition to Allan
Kaprow, the ‘‘father'' of the
‘‘happening,’" performance ar-
tist Charlotte Moorman, critic
Pierre Restenay, and Manfred
Schneckenburger, the last
curator of Documenta, were
present.

ADVERSE publicity surroun-
ding a planned installation by
Buky Schwartz led to un-
founded, negative attitudes by
local conservationists and en-
vironmentalists. Subsequent
pressure placed on the Tel Hai
organizers caused the cancella-
tion of the Schwartz project and
denied the public a most impor-
tant artistic experience.

This quarrel raised many

(Above left) Shiomo Koren: growing trees. (Right) Yehezkel Yardeni: tree

questions at the meeting,
Concepts related to the impor-
tance of art vis d vis nature led
people to ask questions like: Is
a tree more important to socie-
ty than a stationary sculpture? thi

Goldfine

Can meaningful art replace b
beautiful natural growth? Is it c©
conceivable that society recy-
cle the landscape into alter-
native views? Why is nature
more sacred than art? _ the si

For those hard-line -en<bli0Ganerdlly,!
vironmentalists whose anger artists satisfied the aims and
prevented Schwartz's tem- objectives of *“Tel Hai '80."
porary illusion to be con- Although most of the artists
templated by that segment of continued to investigate the
society that has been nurtured problems that have recently oc-
on beauty and aesthetic un- cupied them by incorporating
derstanding of life, I suggest or adapting their singular

,/the hodge-podge of

gned, ill-fitting, non-/
functional and unattractivé
villages and shikunim that dot

the countryside.

irzel/schoide of |\

NTPIN TN LY DK 1T ithemes to the Tel Hai area,

Gil

there were some who were in-
sufficiently motivated by the
project and did not create

\ anything unique. This second

group, which included Moshe
Gershuni and Menashe
Kadishman, merely brought
pre-packaged goods to the
provinces, so to speak. The
former unsuccessfully
transplanted his red-stained

‘Plates from the Tel Aviv

Museum to a small and poorly
illuminated cabin, while the
latter restained his flock of
sheep under the shade of
painted trees, a mirror image
of his Biennale production.

EMERGING as one of Israel's

stones of a shelter roof were a
poignant reminder of the area's
vulnerable border position. In a
similar vein, David Fine placed
his sculpted basalt heads in an
artificially dug excavation, a
reminder of historical events.

Free standing wo sculp-
tural environments b;!\'ahum
Tevet, Daniel Peralta, Zvi
Hecker and Shlomo Koren were
geometrically controlled
abstractions, pre-planned, pre-
fabricated and assembled on
site.

Video presentations by Ofer.
Lellouche and Motti Mizrahi
added personal involvement, as
did outdoor concerts by Yossi
Mar-Haim and performances
by Adina Baron and Charlotte
Moorman.

By local standards ‘‘Tel Hai
'80"" was a substantial success.
Not only did it involve the local
population on all levels, but it
also provided, for the first time
in Israel, a proper stage for ar-
tists to work directly in an
evironment that suits their
needs and energiesy The
meeting generated a genuine
atmosphere of interest and con-
cern for contemporary art
without arrousing suspicion or
creating a cloud of competitive
jealousy.

Looking to the future, one can
say that “*Tel Hai '80"" was filled
with a spirit of purpose and
production dedicated to foster-
ing an understanding of the
complementary roles of art and
nature. @]




Participants in the Symposium on “Art and Society"":
Sara Breitberg Germano Celant Helena Kontova Gideon Ofrat Giancarlo Politi

Pierre Ri vy Osvaldo Romberg Manfred Schneckenburger Evelyn Weiss Martin Wey!

The Tel-Hai 80 Contemporary Art Meeting itutes an ional attempt implemented
by an idealistic and equalitarian iety to ize the ptual relationships b art,
society and nature, within the spatial realm in which this society exists.

In its very initiation, this hes upon the fund | asp of the relationshi

vetween the individual artist and the community of artists and his ties to the human surround-
ings which, in all actuality, comprise his host environment. The physical environment is trans-
formed from an arena of raw materials into the subject itself. The work processes involved in
this project expose the artist to the dominant-implications pf the tandscape) Bnd| g irschistory
to other artists forming a temporarily defined gr within this ing and to the ity.
C q ly, the ge | perception of the artist evolves and he ’s 10-be viewed as a
worker figure possessing awareness, involvement and uity. This"alteréd: of the
artist can be explained by the fact that the public'! ith natlire is more cléarly defined

than is its comprehension of the art ceremony.

The necessity of launching an event which integfates in natlréiwith those materials
that are found in nature, one which includes exhibi ings, and even enyir, tal
music, is likely to provide support to the turn which is. ing ent in > re of
contemporary art. This is, in fact, the case even if this necessity is defined by members of
the College’s Institute of the Arts by its social-educational ions rather than by its moti-
vation to attack the frameworks of artistic occurrence — and perhaps, preci ly of this.
The artist’s approach to nature itself, as 4 Subjéct fathee ﬁdcfﬁfr‘ Fand as
a spatial realm — has been highlighted in the international art ings of recent years. It

appears that this trend, ly, detaching the 1 from the t of the museum artifact
on the one hand and from its illusionary element on the other, complements the perception of
Israeli artists who engage in nature within an emphatic social significance.

The approach to basalt stone, to digging in brown earth and to trees, all found on the site of
their natural existence, has its roots in the dil of exi ialism and identity and
definite associations with personal and communal myths. Far from the museum artifact, from
the economic component of the artistic product, art in nature — and the Tel-Hai meetings
includes some forty works within this realm — constitutes an explicit social and regional expres-
sion. The other fact which p jes the ing of the Contemporary Art Meeting is its
organization in the public dimension. The intense and arousing involvement with the landscape
as a reality rather than as an exhibit viewed within the confines of the art institute, becomes an
adventure in which the new art pi the i of iety. Although creation-
within-nature with materials-of-nature is conditioned upon the artists’ sensitivity to forms
found in the landscape, the general public becomes apprehensive upon the invasion of art into
new realms.

The processes described above and the public’s role in the crystallization of the encounter,
transform it into an interdisciplinary event bearing social and political implications. Informa-
tion created in the language of art from local materials will be amassed within the realms
of Tel-Hai and its content will stem from political attitudes — as latent as they may be. The
landscape is the workshop, the reservoir of material and the space of the exhibit itself. The
artist performs as farmer, shepherd and archaeologist.

Micha Uliman’s defense and lookout points, Dov Heller's Pomegranite Garden and Kadishman's
sheep are wi to actual si { providing testimony which does not require illusion.
Karavan's laser drawing which outlines the historical path of Kfar Giladi—Tel Hai, and the
prints by Tuly Bauman gleaned from daily papers depicting the bombing of the region, do
not remove the evidence from the site of its creation. These works testify to the region and to
its culturalpolitical significance and perhaps, in a parallel to the initiation of an art

meeting within the midst of the landscape by those residing in the u'gion itself.
Amnon Barzel
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