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Yigal Zalmona
The curator of Israeli Art in the Israel Museum, April, 1985

The works of Ezra Orion during the past decades embrace the local, the Israeli and the
universal.

The idea of inter-galactic art was born of his desert experience at Sde-Boker.
Thesenseofagemsbshd\e”suteofdmn lay at the base of his "oceanic experience",

an exp of self-abandon in a di i ding infinitely beyond himself,

an experience | do not hesi in defining as religi aspiring to i human

existence with the infinite. The morphological reality of the Negev Mountain enchanced

Orion's of the and his view of the
PR BT

changing structure of the crust of the earth as sculpture. An existential experience and a
rational analysis of theus&@ Woge;n Q:HJRR egp:“}s a spiritual stance,
merged together in the form of a begm)(Sde-Bokc iné now aspiring to touch
the planet Mars. d

The beginning of his pa s &ayed aythe lﬁ@d\)@s«m in the year 1974:

a sculpture field in the . An e scdptural i n an integl
part of the desert landscupe Cathedrals of Ilgbt and smnexélose influence on the
observer is one which enveE)ps rectts i sam wary that architecture affects
ra FIO [M eu 10
S was e yeaers Iater. again at the larael

man. One of his consequenﬁe k
at

Museum: "Facing the Annapi bJ MM& 41} [sm\wﬁich attracts the eye of the
observer to one of the peaks of the Himalayas and serves as a "launcher of awareness", to
the astronomic ranges, to the infinite. Here Orion's two poles of experience find expression:
the sense of remoteness of man as dust as against the infinite, on the one hand, and his

aspiration towards a rebellion against surrender, helpl and resignation on the
other.

The arm of the space vehicle that will hopefully carry out Ezra Orion's instructions
on the face of Mars, thus bringing to realization the first work of art in outer space, will
create a complex token of his spiritual implications. The ancient, mystical Eastern
approach seeing in self and an integration with the world a basic principle, will

ge with the mod pproach which sees in the fulfillment of the individual

50




ego a fund: | principle. A of the arm of a space car, one of the pinnacles
of the realization of the human apirit according to the western approach, will fashion on
this distant planet a mark of culture which is also linked to other faces of this spirit.

If this human activity, accurring at astronomic nmge. bears ideological of symbolic

value, | cannot ive of a more ful and boly
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MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS vina 1w
583273

Jerusalem, 28 April 1993

On Intergalactic Sculpture

Man’s creative imagination is Timitless, his cultural aspirations are

boundless, the scope of his horizons is infinite.

The idea of sketching sculptural figures in the solar system is the
product of artistic audacity; the result of the compulsion to wrestle with

nature; the outgrowth of creau.v'lg]{éc“a‘ﬂlgl@% earth.
MIAXN AN NUNK 1K

Judaism, from ancient , forb \i\hFLtl;g,/ se of images and

X o
likenesses in our art. But ibitign: n’gave us license to plunge to the
depths and soar to the heights pursu}t/\ﬁ TM\B!G | truth. We were

forbidden to content our: s is n:i?" external, and
superficial - thus opening .uvb tﬁe profoun d’iﬁ b1ime.
Ezra Orion Collection
The sculptural figuresf-ofi [Bdte ORioh AareNav Coriginal, prototypical
creation - so characteristic of the daring of this gifted artist.

e

Shimon Peres
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aYvnnn v
THE PRIME MINISTER

Jerusalem April 17, 1985

ON "SCULPTURE IN THE SOLAR SYSTEM'"

Man's creative imagination is limitless, his cultural

aspirations are boundless, the scope of his horizons is infinite.

The idea of Ili?@cﬁf,x%ﬂé{nggm figures in the solar
system is the ;;M#}:LDJQ%QM%}V%IMesun of the

compulsion to wrestle ature/the outgrow\h of creative

accomplishments on \
Judaisn,l: nt timésBIolr{:\g us the use of

images and lxkenesses An our t."'kut this R' 1bxnon gave us
license to plunge to- the depths arhoar to-the heights -- in
pursuit of artistit &rari.[(We were |foxdidden to content
ourselves with all tpﬂ@ﬁ@m%((ﬁ“%ﬂ' and superficial --

thus opening us to the profound and the sublime.

The sculptural figures of Ezra Orion are an original,
prototypical creation -- so characteristic of the daring of
this gifted artist.

[ A~ o AAr)

Shimon Peres
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nbvonn YN
The Prime Minister

Jerusalem, April 17, 1985

ON "SCULPTURE IN THE SOLAR SYSTEM"

Man's creative imagination is limitless, his cultural aspirations are boundless,

the scope of his horizons is infinite.

The idea of sketching sculptural figures in the solar system is the product of artistic

audacity; the result of the c U 1 ] JSKIU wlhOnL%re the outgrowth of creative
acoomp|ishmentsonea1r‘tu.11\f<n Irﬂﬂl NUINX 1MIIX

/o 7N
Judaism, from ancient tim d us the Use of images and likenesses in our art.

But this prohibition gave us licens tolh’mwBoa’r to the heights - -
in pursuit of artistic truth. “We to content ourseNas with all that is
material, external, and superﬂdal - thus opening us to the p\rofound and the sublime.

The sculptural figures 04 Eimgw ne Ooo‘lgr{ill lp@otyptcal creation - -
so characteristic of the daring of thilareiét | Archive

(=),

Shimon Peres



Jerusalem
Apri 1, 17, 1955

On Sculpture in the Solar System
There are no linits to the creative !magination of Man, no bounds to his
cultural aspirations, no end to the breadth of his horizons.
The idea of launching a|bbdnK if cdlpfuFp(lhithe sodar system is the outcome
of an artistic boldrhekb,. the Irebtl® /aflah)idguise|td kanfront nature, the conclusion

of creative achievaments on ce of \éaath‘.\"
Observant Jews belie U&YB been forbidden to us to create in
the image or be drawn @ btry. Hm‘ﬁ\BrI I-Misd in this prohibition,

was nevertheless a pemi.nion \ m t)m dotyor agscend to the heights

of heaven to search tor arti.stic f.rut.h. We were not permitted to satisfy ourselves

with the materisl, the ex%omp r{ho nsugeng e%.“%dovu were thus opened to us =

to the depths and to the h.gg[llxc ﬁgﬂég.chlve

Ezra Orion's sculptural works are initi=tives comprisinc a genesis, a
breakthrough - so characteristic of this highly talented artist.
Shimeon Peres,

Prime Minister of Israel.
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Page 1 of 1

From:  “Michael <michasi@henry-moore- >
To: <orion@boker.orgil>
Sent: 13:14 2002 i 29 v o1
Subject:  Henry Moore

(_Dear Ezra Orion,
I was interested to see your section of the Ben-Gurion web-sit
recently and found your work very impressive. What intrigues me, however, is
your description of a visit made to Henry Moore in 1969 where you include a
facsimile of a letter from the amst "As archivist for the Henry Moore
Foundation I have a professional interest in such items, especially an
unusual one such as thns, and wonder whether you possess any other
correspondence from the artist. Should this be the case, the Foundation
would be very keen to acquire copies, should you be willing. I'd would be
very happy to hear from you with any information.
Yours sincerely,
Michael Phipps (HMF Archive).

T NX XATY 701X
MI2&N ANNNA NINKX ]]‘_NN

T

Ezra Orion Collection
Public Art Archive
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Midreshet Sde-Boker
ISRAEL
Feb. 17, 2002

To: Michael Phipps
HMF Archive

Shalom,

Thank you for your letter, dated J: ]1_]”(2 N200?) rlO]N
MIAXN 2NN NUINK 1K

i _;‘ /
A book of my sculpture will . 'It { course include
the letter from Henry M wmd'n?\wvgnﬁmonjulys 1969.

4

1 will be happy to sendyou dlebool('mruwnforshlppmsm
Ezra Orion Collection

Public Art Archive

Yours Sincerely,

Ezra Orion
Desert Sculptor



