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CONTEMPORARY ART MEETING

I am glad to have thisyoppontunity Jqun\jt;jlqgﬂtg,yqu and hope, following
this letter, that we shall be able to meet.

which will open on 31st Aug 83 and continue’ for four days.
> ARTLAB -
The meeting will take placeé on ounds of TelsHai College, situated in
Upper Galilee in the northern:part of Israel gndylose to the Lebanese
border. It will be held"in “interior and opén spaces, within the
landscape overlooking the Hula Valley and the Golan Heights.
Public Art and Early Media Archive

Some 50 artists and theoreticians from Europe, the U.S.A. and Israel will
participate in this event, which will include the following fields of
activity:

I have pleasure in invitinyo the _ﬂé‘ﬂﬁai""é':i_._\__(:ontemporary Art Meeting

- Works in nature

- Installations in indoor spaces
- Performances, video, multimedia

As to the works-in-nature, the Tel-Hai Meeting will comprise a succession
of art in process. The participants will make the utmost use of materials
found in nature to create temporary or lasting results, in what will be
called "Sketching in Nature."

TEL-HAI COLLEGE ART INSTITUTE,UPPER GALILEE 12210 m 772 AT, MINX7 uann,‘n-'m n77omn
Tel: (067)41477-49696-40969: 70

Office:Tel Aviv,P.0.B.20064 Tel :(03)260778 : 70 20064 AN2IANTINAWT TN
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Technical equipment, transportation facilities, materials and assisting
staff are at the disposal of all participating artists. In preparation
for the Meeting, a bilingual catalogue (English and Hebrew) will be
printed, with 2-4 pages allocated to each artist. The Meeting will be
documented in video film.

The Meeting will include a symposium on the theme "Media, Education and
Art". We would appreciate your participation in this symposium.

The Tel-Hai 83 Meeting is a project of the Upper Galilee Regional Council,
which encompasses 27 Kibbutzim. The last Meeting, held in September,
1980, was the first large-scale contemporary event ever organized by
socialist communes. The_invi partici il], be accommodated in the
Kibbutzim in the Tel- a?]%ﬁl&fﬁq$ﬂ2r§l§}ggﬁkﬁ¥7 ‘ngab1e to stay there in
order to plan their works as early as thrge”wggks prior to the Meeting.

This invitation includes ho
The preparation of the Mee
consultant committee which
the Tel-Aviv Museum.

ccombgqng/kgla public board and a
the> directorsyof the Israel Museum and

I hope to receive your positive answer as soon as possible so that I can

contact you to prepare’thgccataloguéadndverganizehiyeur arrival as soon as
possible.

Yours sincerely,

Amnon Barzel
Chief Curator

TEL-HAI COLLEGE ART INSTITUTE,UPPER GALILEE .12210 11'7V 7771 .11, NIMIAX7 11D07,*N-7N N'770N
Tel: (067)41477-49696-40969: 7D

Office:Tel Aviv,P.0.B.20064 Tel :(03)260778 : 70 20064 1.1, 1'IX 7N:Wi7 TWN
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CONTEMPORARY ART MEETING

Palagdino
Beatfice d'Estef/a1
lano 20122 \
ALY

I am glad to have this opportunity of writing to you and hope, following

this letter, that we ?Pnaq]‘]”rt)’enﬁ%]]%wtﬂﬂk?%mx MK

I have pleasure in inviting you to the Tel=Hai. 83 Contemporary Art Meeting
which will open on 31st Augus 83 qp;ﬁ‘cﬁntﬁu}_for four days.

The meeting will take p]aci groang?[/,\ﬂglf_-Hai College, situated in
Upper Galilee in the north n @)f \Israel and iclose to the Lebanese
border. It will be held in inter and; open spaces, within the
landscape overlooking the Hula Valley and the”Golan Heights,

Some 50 artists and t'm%s&imdﬁhsdfﬂ"gnyﬁwmmm\ms.A. and Israel will
participate in this even » Which will include the following fields of
activity:

- Works in nature

- Installations in indoor spaces

- Performances, video, multimedia

As to the works-in-nature, the Tel-Hai Meeting will comprise a succession

of art in process. The participants will make the utmost use of materials
found in nature to Create temporary or lasting results, in what will be called
“Sketching in Nature."

The ameelin will wibde a séufos:m. o~ Ve theme ®
* & Weﬂe,dvm o owd AT We wou ol -ﬁrccm{i JW"
fa.r\'\“jrat'o- v Wate sZw/oos-'UM-
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Technical equipment, transportation facilities, materials and assisting
staff are at the disposal of all participating artists. 1In preparation
for the Meeting, a bilingual catalogue (English and Hebrew) will be
printed, with 2-4 pages allocated to each artist. The Meeting will be
documented in video film,

The Tel-Hai 83 Meeting is a project of the Upper Galilee Regional Council,
which encompasses 27 Kibbutzim. The last Meeting, held in September,
1980, was the first large-scale contemporary event ever organized by
socialist communes. The invited participants will be accommodated in the
Kibbutzim in the Tel-Hai area. The artists will be able to stay there in
order to plan their works as early as three weeks prior to the Meeting.

This invitation inc1uga @ roundtr ip fiightinaceommedation and hosting. ,
e preparation o e Meeting is ovn%id by a pubTic board and a q-ﬁ(o'u/bq.“
-

consultant committee which inc s th(e/dainecfggs\of the Israel Museum and

the Tel-Aviv Museum.

I hope to receive your posif¥ivefaiswer -as\Sdor s possible so that I can
contact you to prepage the ‘cata and, organizes your arrival Afldodd @5 S©O M
Ve a5 possible. s

Yours sincerely,

Public Art and Early Media Archive

Erovie " a

Amnon Barzel
Chief Curator

TEL-HAI COLLEGE ART INSTITUTE,UPPER GALILEE .12210 T'7V 7'71 .17, NMIAXY7 11D00,'N-7N N'7'70N
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Contemporary Art Meeting in Israel

TEL HAI 83

Tsipi Ben-Haim

In Tel Hai, Israel, a Contemporary Art Meeting which focused largely on
sculpture and sculptural events, was held from August 31st to September
9th, 1983. Following in the tradition of the first Tel Hai event that took place
in 1980, Tel Hai 83 included over fifty projects of sculpture in nature and
sculpture in interior spaces, environmental, musical and theatrical events.

Land and History
Tel Hai, which means “height of life,” is in the upper Galilee inthe
northern part of Israel. On one side are the Golan Heights and the Syrian
border: on the other, the Lebanese border just two kilometers away. The
place has a recent history of zionist colonization starting in the 1880's. The
nature of the terrain, pastand current political and military clashes in the
area, and a sense of isolation from city life, all emphatically influenced the
spirit of the 1983 art gathering and helped to shape its cultural
physiognomy. To summarize, in the words of Martin Weyl, director of the
\srael Museum, “While the natural environment is breathtaking in its
beauty with high mountains, deep and lush valleys and neatly laid out
agricultural settlements, its associations are accentuated by an awareness
of its biblical pa‘jsg andage-old history. Indeed, this is also reflected in some
"of the [art] Works ™ '

st important element in.the shaping of Tel Hai 83 was the
“lovi Frrr:q tby the people themselves. The teachers and artists of
ai College We

Tl H: re the initiators and the students of the college also
offered their assjstance which was used constantly by the artists. This
purelyvoluntary work was supported by 27 kibbutzim (or cooperative
settlements) of the upper Galilee. They supplied materials, labor and heavy
equipment in an area where, as one artist noted, * It's more difficult to
obtaifr 2tobeé tHere than a D.9 Bulldozer.”

This powerful orchestra was directed by Amnon Barzel, art critic and
\sraeli curator for several Venice Biennals, who undertook to make Tel Hai
83 the mostimportant contemporary art eventin Israel. Among the 52
artists/creators of the happening were Israelis, Americans, and
Europeans; sculptors, painters, performers, and musicians; and the
representation of many different aesthetics and outlooks on art.
Surprisingly, all survived a month of living and creating in the same place.
In the course of time, the place slowly became a “museum-in-nature.”

0f the combined influences of community, place and time on the
artworks, Martin Weyl, again, summarizes: “While Tel Hai, itself, is a
positive statement of the supremacy of the creative forces over the powers
of destruction, and the friendly intimate meetings push to the background
the spirit of strife and anger, the works themselves often express a
concern, or even anxiety, about the particular situation. " He goes on to
suggest that many of the works are nurtured, and even strengthened, by
the harsh realities of Tel Hai.

Art from the Land

On the day of the opening of Tel Hai 83 the sound of hammering and
heavy vehicles was stopped by Yossi Mar-Haim, who opened the festival
with a musical work Heart Beat of the Mountain. As Yossi said, “Iwanted
to treat the event at Tel Hai as a living organism and play its heart beats at
the beginning, middle and end of each day". Indeed, it was felt very
strongly by the 60,000 curious Israelis and visitors wandering around the
several acres of land, watching the evolving art.

e
Etti Shalev, A Figure in the Landscape. Stone. From Tel Hai 83, Tel Hai, Israel.
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Stone sculptor Micha Ullman was also inspired by the idea of the
mountain in the upper Galilee. His project, Heavens, was hewn from a rock
on the upper slope of the mountain, like a large, rough throne, facing
upward as if about to fall. Ezra Orion's art, also relating to the natural as
well as political elements of the land, consisted of reinforcing the Afro-
Asiatic rift by deepening the wadi, the dry river bed that geographically and
historically separates the area.

Personal Responses

Three artists, members of the kibbutzim in the upper Galilee, created
works that were rooted in their personal experience of the tense
atmosphere of living by the war-torn border. Ophira Barak experienced the
pain of losing her son in the war. *| felta need to express my personal
sorrow, the intimate, concrete events.” In a space nearly black, she

displayed life against death: images of open fields were painted on walls P it A 82 '

surrounding an area in the center of which a dark basalt rock was laid upon . Tt A . o

natural grasses of the fields. Hanina Neufeld, Among Fences, wire mesh environment. From Te/ Hai 83, Tel
Hanina Neufeld from kibbutz Kfar Giladi created Among Fences, an Hai, Israel.

environment expressing the political and existential condition of being

both surrounded and protected, but feeling closed in apddearfulatther 1 11y NN 13K

same time. David Fine, relating to some of the same influences, utilized
ancient construction techniques to create an arch of native basalt rocks.
The metaphor arises from the rocks' locking physically together in tefs

gaining support from each other without help from the outside.

y N N
Myths and Legends g
Menashe Kadishman drew from the more nostalgic elements of the =

Israeli scene: he cut-out and colored iron donkeys which weré placed on
and within a mountain of basalt rocks. He said: “Donkeys, Ccypress, and
the ship are actual memories of a beloved site. " Out of this imagery, Zadok
Ben-David created a mythical cypress, formed of ring$ bfwoed. A1t and

Inspired by the contemporary myths of Tel Hai were Ivan Schwebel and
Zigi Ben-Haim. By the entrance to Tel Hai, Schwebel's work dealt with the
legendary Trumpeldor, the handsome Israeli military hero who died in the
warin Lebanon. On one side of a white wall was the painted image of
Trumpeldor gazing out at the contemporary scene, on the other, he was
depicted in the midst of his heroic struggle in a spontaneous and
expressionistic manner. Zigi Ben-Haim's Legion of Titans were seven
colorful “creatures” appearing to force their way on concrete legs along
the historic mountain path used by the heroes of Tel Hai.

Dennis Oppenheim, whose sculpture of dreams and nightmares was
entitled, Journey of an Exploded Dream, commented: “A project like that
elsewhere will take six months to build and about 30,000 dollars. Here it
was done in kibbutz Manara by voluntary workers in two weeks.”
Oppenheim'’s work was just one example of how the war, with its detritus of
burnt olive trees and bomb shelters affect the art works created there. A
sculpture by Zvi Hecker, which was installed at the 1980 meeting, was hit
byarocketin 1981, and the exploded remains now serve as amemorial.

Itis important to mention that a significant number of works created for
the particular envi nt of Tel Hai reflected not only the place itself but
also the atmosphere of creation engendered by the presence of the
international community of participating artists. The synergy of their
efforts reinforced the idea which inspired the meeting and helped to make : — -
it, as John Perreault, the New York art critic noted, “a unique event.” Tel David Fine, Arch of Basalt Rocks (Kiryat Shemona in background) . Basalt rocks,
Hai 83 was just a beginning to what in the future will become a “promising ¢. 91t highx 12 ft. wide. From Te/ Hai 83. Tel Hai, Israel.
land" in which contemporary art can grow and develop.
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Avraham Eilat, The Running Man. Concrete wall. From Tel Hai 83, Tel Hai, Israel.

4

» ilgi ii‘an:l‘l;lin/, layl:m :1! Titans, 1983. Concrete, steel, painted fiberglass. Each

unit13 1., overall 34 x 8 ft. From Tel Hai 83, Tel Hai Israel.

While most of the participants at Tel Hai events are \sraelis, several artists are invited from
abroad. The following artists participated this year (in alphabetical order): Yoram Afek, Meir
Amor, lian Averbuch, Ophira Barak, Adina Bar-On, Zadok Ben-David, Zigi Ben-Haim, Roni
Ben-2vi, Ami Berkman, Abraham David Christian, Jurgen Claus, Michael Druks, Avraham
Eilat, Dorit Feldman, David Fine, David Frumer, Moshe Gershuni, Jochen Gerz, Tsibi Gera,
Buky Grinberg, Israel Hadany, Stephen Horenstein, Menashe Kadishman, Anish Kapoos,
Dany Karavan, Micha Laury, Yehuda Levy, Haim Moar, Yossi Mar Haim, Joshua Neustein,
Hanina Neufeld, Dennis Oppenheim, Erza Orion, Dov Or-Ner, Rina Peleg, Naom
Rabinovich, Rodney Ripps, Yadid Rubin, Buky Schwartz, Ivan Schwebel, Etti Shalev, Siona
Shimshi, Mauro Staccioli, Nachum Tevet, Micha Ulman, Doron Yahalom and Peny Yasour.

A catalog of Tel Hai 83 was co-sponsored by the Discount Bank of Israel and the
American Israel Culture Fund. Itis available for about US$10, plus postage, from
\lana Bauman, Art Director, Tel Hai College, Tel Hai, Israel.

Tsipi Ben-Haim is an \sraeli correspondent on New Yorkart events who reports also
on art events and exhibitions in \srael for national and international journals.

With special thanks to Dr. Martin Weyl, Director of the Israel Museum for providing
additional information and photographs.
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GENERAL FEDERATION OF LABOUR IN ISRAEL
CULTURE AND EDUCATION ENTERPRISES LTD.

Dear Sir/Madam
Re: Videotape Production of TEL HAI 83 CONTEMPORARY ART MEETING.

It is our pleasure to inform you that the TEL HAI 83 CONTEMPORARY ART MEETING will open
August 31 and close September 3, 1983.

Over 50 world-renowned artists and theoreticians from the U.S.A., Europe and Israel will participate in
this unique international art festival, which will include the following creative activities:

SCULPTURE IN NATURE — Using materials from nature in expressing the sculpture’s relation to the
physical and mythological aspects of the environment.

INDOOR INSTALLATIONS — A huge transparent dome (of the same fabric used in Christo’s projects)
will be divided into spaces where artists will create individual indoor environments. Special emphasis will
be given to expressive fresh-color New Image trend.

PERFORMANCES, HAPPENINGS, ENVIRONMENTAL MUSIC, MULTIMEDIA & VIDEO

CREATIONS — Following thé'gréat!interestin’ thesé dctivities i "PEL HAI 80, which featured Allan
Kaprow and Chartotte Moorman (whose plan to play cello in a helium baloon hovering over the TEL

HALI site was discarded for security reasons L/ GREL CoN
TEL HAI 83 CONTEMPORARY AR ING j§-organized b)}ﬂ kibbutzim of the Upper Galilee
er

and will be held on the grounds of TE I Gollcge and Aﬁﬂ'lﬂ‘ﬂﬁuu ‘overlooking the Lebanese border,
Golan Heights and snow-capped Mou & 2o

Due to the importance of the TEL HAI 83 CO RARY ART MEETING and the great interest of
the international art community in the event, The Cultural-Center-of Israel Labor Federation is producing a
50-minute %" or %" video presentation (and catalogue) of TEL HAI 83, showing artists at work, inter-
views, meeting with internation A i k at the process of creation in the
exciting Galilee landscape mﬁmrmﬁﬁ@wwmm& art departments and cultural
centers around the world to experience a unique art event presented thousands of miles away, and use it as a
study of contemporary art creation in process.

Among the artists invited to participate in TEL HAI 83 are: Richard Serra, Alice Aycock, Dennis Op-
penheim, Joan Jonas (USA); Anne and Patrick Porier (France); Staccioli, Mimmo Paladino, Nicola de
Mario (Italy); A.D Christian (W. Germany); Dani Karavan, Menashe Kadishman (Israel) — to name a
few.

The Chief Curator of TEL HAI 83 is Mr. Amnon Barzel. Consultant Committee: Mr. Martin Weyl, Direc-
tor of the Israel Museum and Mr. Marc Scheps, Director of Tel Aviv Museum. The Trustees include:
Mrs. Abba Eban; Prof. Michael Sela, President of the Weitzmann Institute of Science; Mr. Herbert Pun-
dik, Editor of the Daily Politiken, Copenhagen.

The details of ordering the videotape program and catalogue are on the enclosed card.

Sincerely yours,

Yair Cohen

Managing Director

53 WEITZMANN ST., TEL AVIV 62091, ISRAEL, PHONE: 256723, 219181-2-3
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Tel Mai 83

I would like to order a 50 —minute videotape of Tel Hai 83

E
E
E
e
E
{E

Narrated in:

0 ENGLISH O 3/4" or1/2" NTS.C.

0 FRENCH (] 3/44” or /2" PAL.

[0 SPANISH E3 G0 o W BEC R T e onnK K
l D GERMAN ' IP //\HTL/\B\
5 J 3/4" HIGH BAND N.TS.C. Q. .

N ':':11\57/

Public Art and Early Media Archive

[J 3/4"HIGH BAND PA.L.

(Mark desired language; indicate any other)

® | am enclosing a check of $550 for 1tape.
® Price includes a color catalog, packaging & delivery charges.
® Advisable to order early since number of tapes is limited.
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General Federation f Labour in Israel

CULTURE AND EDUC/ TION ".NTERPRISES LTD.

53, WEITZMAN ST. . TEL-AVIV 52091 . TEL. 256723
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