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A NEWSLETTER FROM PEACE NOW -

The Shalo

AYEAR OF
CHALLENGES -
AYEAR OF
ACHEIVEMENTS

The approach of the Jewish New Year is traditionglly.

a time to take stock -- to assess the year Ihaf ha.\

ISRAEL

ey czt

on August 12th when dozens of Peace Now activists
fanned out through the settlements collecting data.
The findings: of 6000 units newly constructed in the
settlements, 3000 remain empty. The results were
released to the press and revealed the emptiness of
the Prime Minister's claims that building in the
settlements is being undertaken merely to accommodate
the "natural growth" of the settler population.

passed and consider the year that lies ahead. A% those™

of us in Peace Now do so in Israel, it is clear that this

has been a year of both great challenges and imp@Ftant™

achievements. ‘
On the national front there is little cause for optimism:
the peace process is at a standstill and the.economy

is in a state of collapse. However, despite the-many()

obstacles the government has placed on the roqd,to.
peace, we continue to proactively take to the streets,
reach out to Israel’s citizens and demand that negotiations
continue. To mark this New Year we are organizing
a massive demonstration on September 12th in Rabin
Square calling for the resignation of Prime Minister
Nerbn_vulm.

For Peace Now, the past year was one of significant
activity, particularly in our stepped-up campaign
against the settlements and the settler movement. On
numerous occasions thousands of activists took to the
streets to protest settlement activity at Har Homa, in
the Muslim Quarter and in Silwan. In the Occupied
Territories, activists held demonstrations near Hebron
and called for the dismantling of the monument built
to Baruch Goldstein.

The Settlement Watch project was especially effective,
publishing a constant stream of new facts and figures
to expose Netanyahu government activities in blocking
the peace process. The summer campaign culminated

P
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Peace Now delegation and Cairo Peace Movement meet with President Hosnj Mubarak

D
=
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Looking ahead, the coming year may shape the future
of Israeli-Palestinian relations, driven primarily by
the likely declaration of a Palestinian State by Yassir
Arafat next May. Nearly all of our planning and our
work in the coming months will be driven by that date
and the events leading up to it. The possibility of
early elections also hangs in the air.

These are critical times for the State of Israel. We at



Peace Now are committed to working together to
ensure that this will be a year of peace for all the
people of Israel and the region.

BUILDINGAWARMER
PEACE:
Dialogue with the
Egyptian Peace

)

Movement
ne of the most exciting developments of the summer

a five-day visit to Egypt by Peace Now activists
he invitation of the newly created Egyptian Peace
vement. For the first time ever, highly respected

well-known Egyptians took a public stage with

4 5 131N NITY
their Israeli counterparts and expressed their s\cpbdrr'

MY
for peace. 120N

Facing down enormous criticism and greatpersonal
risk, a group of intellectuals establi Wedw ‘Cairo
Pea(‘e Movement" and heean ‘mcen

3

represenlam'cs of Peace Now.
A year of discussions between the movements ¢ uliiinated

NN N

Behbs/iid Arabs in East Jerusalemdan ol
_ nature of’ Israeli settlement [mheﬁﬁalhe ul\ The

g\ with-

and to be accepted fully and normally as a state like
all others in the region.”

The tremendous coverage of and interest in the press
conference prompted an invitation to the two groups
to meet with President Mubarak. The President’s
willingness to identify himself with this effort was
particularly important in light of the attacks endured
by the movement's founders.

Mubarek told members "there will, of course, be
obstacles along the way. But in the end everyone will
know that you were right and just".

FIGHTING FOR
JUSTICE IN EAST
JERUSALEM

Peace Now Activists Come to the Aid of 4

‘I'Arab Families Facing Eviction

IX J1'IIX

The SIOry of the Gozlan family of Sll}i[lm has ewm*
to represent the strained statexof relations :

s A8y

Fsrael 9uplfme Court ra.‘c?l\tl\ luial that the I(lmlbwli

this spring in an invitation for a fornial zpitievisit. o||swhich the Gozlans builttheir house 32 year. s dgois
to.Cairo. Over thirty Egyptians paftigipatedyall A c “Fightfully owned by the ]}leh National Fund (JNF),

leading figures from.the worlds of business, diplomacy,
journalism, law, academia, and the arts.
The discussions were in-depth, frank and
highly charged and did not shy away from
even the most controversial topics.

The visit culminated in a historic three and
a half hour press conference on June 8th —
the first public press conference ever held
in Egypt. A joint Statement of Principles
was released and the Egyptians and Israelis
answered questions from journalists. The
principal spokesperson of the Egyptian group,
Lutfy El Khouly, one of the most prominent
intellectuals in the Arab world, emphasized:
"To those who say that they want peace without Israel,
I say there is no peace without Israel. Israel is an
established fact, and we understand Israel’s right to
expect security in exchange for an end to aggression,

and not by them. The ruling stated that the JNF is

Press conference held by Peace Now leadership to protest unfair eviction policies

in East Jerusalem

within its legal rights to evict the family at any time.
In response to this verdict, Peace Now activists have
taken up the cause of the 28 member Gozlan family
and other Arab families who must now fight to remain




in their homes. Activists maintain that the JNF, once
praised by all Israelis for its work in "redeeming land
for Jews" in pre-state Israel, has veered from its
original mission. Instead, today it has become the
tool of extremist right wing settler movements such
as Elad, which spearheads efforts in Silwanto displace
Arabs and bring in Jewish famities instead.

On July 20, Peace Now menibers held a press conference
to protest plans by the JINF and Elad to exercise JNF
ownership of ldnd in East Jerusalem. Peace Now
Founder Tzali Reshef and attorney Danny Zeidmann
of Peace Now's Ir Shalem (Unified City) who represents
the Gozlans, joined family members to speak out
againstthis dangerous and hurtful policy.

OUTREACHTO
RUSSIAN IMMIGRANTS
COULD DETERMINE
OUTCOME OF NEXT
SELECTIONS

The massive immigration to Israel from the former

Soviet Union (FSU) in the 1990s was the singlé most
important demographic phenomenon of the I(I.Yl‘dé(f(fd(““ _: 10

and perhapsiin the history of the county. Since 19911 Art y
This July, 50 youth activists fron#Peace Now chapters

830,00 immigranus from the FSU have settled in Israel
and it is projected that this number will be close to
one million by the time of the next scheduled national
elections in the year 2000.

However, while strong in numbers, the Russian
immigrants are remarkably weak in their ideological
commitment to Israeli political parties, shifting their
votes dramatically in the 1992 and 1996 elections.
In response Peace Now has implemented a program
to lobby Russian political leaders and to educate
average citizens about the economic and social benefits
of pursuing peace.

Peace Now meets regularly with Russian Knesset
members and parliamentary aides from Yisrael B'Aliyah
(the Russian immigrant party headed by Natan
Sharansky) to discuss the status of the peace process.
As part of the governing coalition, Yisrael B'Aliyah
can serve as a moderating force against the intransigence

of the far right.
We also reach out to average citizens from the FSU,
many of whom are’part of Israel’s growing ranks of
unemployed. Peace Now has conduttedfive settlement
tours for over 300 people to show them the massive
amount of money being invested in the Occupied
Territories while the immigrants struggle to house
and feed themselves and their families. Saidone
participant: "If the government inyestéd\as nich in
SC Imnlmg' and housing jm Rumun Olim as. dle\ ¢

toa hllghlw Sfuture in I slue[ I 'm glad £
it has saddened me immensely." Finally, Peace Now
has undertaken a /mhlu educatigh'€ampaign tar gcmd
to the Russian community. Since 70% of the few

immigrants get their information and news
Russian language media exclusively, Peéag

translates and places advertising, interviéws aml

basis.

SQriesin (lw Russian press on a reguldr

TRAINING ANEW
GENERATION OF
PEACEACTIVISTS/

on

throughout the country pagficipated in an intensive
nine-day leadership training seminar. Developed and
organized h)'_.seniri;i Peace Now members, educators
wjd-.poﬁn‘c"('ivl‘un(l grassroots leaders, the seminar was
designed to give young participants the necessary
organizational and political tools to run their respective
chapters and to sharpen their understanding of the
complex issues facing Israel and the rest of the region.
The seminar focused on such topics as democracy
and human rights, the Israeli political process, the
role of pressure groups in Israel and the current
political situation in the Middle East.
Participants also
received extensive
training in grassroots
organizing, conflict
resolution techniques
and event planning. /




MARCHING FOR PEACE Onfahd 29, ¥Hovisand3)of Péare Naaf activists participated in a march from

the Prime Minister's residence to protestNetanyahu’s participation in an event hosted by the extremist

right wing settler group Ateret Cohapits

Since 1991 when Peace Now established its youth
wing, activists aged 12-18 have been a vital force in
the pursuit of peace between Palestinians.angdIsraelis;
Directing themselves, the youngsters meet an. ¢ regular
basis and participate in dialogue meetings with
Palestinian youth, street activities and demonstrations
and educational outreach to students in schools
throughout the country.

Peace Now youth take part in a nine-day intensive

training seminar

Peace Now is a non-patisan volunteer movment with
branches throughout Israel and with sister organizations
in North America, Great Britain, Europe and Latin
Aniérica. Peace Now is open to any and all persons
dedicated to the struggle for a peaceful, just and lasting
end to the Arab-Israeli conflict and the belief that
security, human dignity and a promising future can
only come through peace.

To receive more information on Peace Now programs and leam
how you and your organization can help support these important
projects, please write or call:

«Settlement Watch «Youth Program « Egypt-lsrael Peace Dialogue
« Immigrant Outreach » Development Town Outreach » University

Student Program « Street Activities

Tel Aviv, 9 Karl Neter St.
POB 29828 Tel Aviy, Israel 61297
Tel: 972-3-566-3291 Fax: 972-3-566-3286

Jerusalem, 6 Lloyd George St.
POB 8159 Jerusalem, Israel 91081
Tel: 972-2-566-0648 Fax: 972-2-561-7254
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