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While it is commonly believed
that nations have always existed,
in fact they are a relatively
modern phenomenon. Throughout
human history communities have
identified themselves not as part
of a nation, but as belonging to
a group, or more directly — to a
certain family, tribe, or village.
Unlike a family or a village,
however, a nation is a concept
that does not coincide with any
unequivocal scientific definition.
The attempt to define a nation
via economy, language, or ethnic
What
defines a mnation is national
It seems that the

definition of nationalism cannot

affiliation 1is impossible.

affiliation.

find an external foothold, and
is perceived as tautological (the
state is the political manifestation
and is founded on

which

the politicization of the

of the "us",
nationalism, implies
"us").

National belonging transforms
elements such as language or
ethnic belonging into constituents
of a nation. In the modern context
we see buds of nationalism
(during the 18th century) in the
intensification of the middle class,
in capitalism, the dissemination
of print media which created
and

linguistic unification

o

cooperative consciousness, in
the disintegration of organic
communities due to the market
economy, in the religion crisis
and the need for a substitute, in
the weakening validity of the

absolutist regime, etc. Scholars

disagree on whether nationalism !

is a quintessentially modern
phenomenon, as maintained by
Ernest Gellner, Benedict Anderson,
Eric Hobsbawm, and others, who
tie it with cultural, economic
and conceptual changes in the
modern world, or whether it is a
direct continuation of the ethnic
identities of the ancient world
and Middle Ages, with called-for
adaptations for the modern world.

In the late 20th century, in the
wake of the globalization process,
it momentarily appeared as though
the era of nationalism had come to
an end. The significance of nation-
states decreased concurrent
with a devaluation of the notion
of nationalism. Its centrality
was undermined by universalist

perceptions of humanity, and by
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