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International
Provisional
Artists
Community

THE ARTISTS’ MUSEUM New York Center Inc.

112 Mercer Street, New York, NY 10012 212-431-4475 FAX 274-8467

PROPOSAL FORM
Proposal: Construction In Process, New York City
Year: 2000 S T e B ¢

To embrace our first year in a new century, how would you conceive our New York City based
Construction In Process for a new millennium?
——T——

MK XOTY 101X
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\

I Q. > ARTLAB -

Ezra Orion Collection
Public Art Archive

[printed name]

[signature]

(DATE)

*If additional pages are needed please attach. The proposals should be returned by mail to the above address if
not presented at one of our meetings.



Internationat
Provisionat
Artists
Community

THE ARTISTS MUSEUM New York Center inc.

112 Mercer Street, New York, NY 10012 212-431-4475 FAX 274-8467

July 21,1997

re: Call for Proposals

Dear Margalit, S
You have been selected to make the following proposal to our organization. Since the planning .
of a Construction in New York is extremely rich with possibilities and it is in its formative stage
we are soliciting your ideas. If you are in agreement, please return the following proposal to the
address above. There is no guarantee that your proposal will be executed, but it will be kept on
public record with other proposals for the important dpcoming project. We are sorry that we
cannot pay you a fee for your propasal it ¢an only-be accepted as a gesture of collaboration
with other volunteer artists at THE ARTISTS MUSEUM, New York Center. We expect that the final
plans will become a hybrid of all yo as. We ook foﬁ\(\ard to your response.
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Midrashat Sde-Boker

Negev . ISRAEL
15:2:95

Joffe Communications
New-York
U.S.A.

Dear Vera Joffe,
Thanks for your letter of 26th January.

| send here the last November published|Call< for “|Participation. Hopefully it will

answer most of your questions."ﬂf‘ﬂ X AN NUINX 1IN

Do you have my book "Sculpture in thﬁ:;S?r System" 19857
] 4 2

¥y ) |:ARTLAB

Together with Doron Polla k - a creative ‘and energetic man,-‘/here - we plan a call for

i
~

participation event in September in New-York.
Ezra Orion Collection
Public Art Archive

24 Harakevet st. Tel-Aviv, 66183
Tel: 03-370205; FAX: 03-370206.

His adress: Projective, Esser Itd.

Can we coordinate yours, his and mine energies - toward this event and far beyond - -

Sincerely yours,

Ezra Orion

Desert Sculptor

< Ok
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03-6702555 .70
03-6721893 .0{79

Givatayim 53208
51 Katzenelson St.
Tel. 03-6702555
Fax. 03-6721893
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COMMUNIQUE

The Permanent Mission of Israel to the United Nations and the Department
of Cultural Affairs of the Consulate General of Israel in New York

Published by:
The Permanent

Mission of Press Release

Israel to the
United Nations

800 Second Ave.

New York

” 10017 New York, 25 August 1995

(2]’2) 351-5255/6

Fax; A pioneering cultural and technological experience, led by Ezra Orion, an Israeli

(212) 351-5319 .
environmental desert sculptor.

On October 2, 1995 at 12:00 P.M. 4t t}le,Qag VHglnmerskjold Auditorium at the United
Nations Foreign Minister of] srael Shimon /Peres anid Istael's Ambassador to the United

Nations Gad Yaacobi will host a special event “Sculpture in the Solar System."

Ezra Orion is currently in the processof redefining sculpture for the twenty-first century. He
claims that: "Sculpture today /is ready for| a spaceward:breakthrough- reaching extreme
abstraction, immense physical dimensions. light velocities, and nearly eternal duration-Now
is the time for sculpture to extend in two dynamic environments-the Solar System and the
Milky Way--towards the intergalacti€)vastnéss=ection

Two years ago Orion launched "Super Cathedral 1" intergalactically from the northern
hemisphere to the Milky Way.

Foreign Minister Peres said that: "The sculptural works of Ezra Orion are an original,
prototypical creation-so characteristic of the daring of this gifted artist. The idea of sketching
sculptural figures in the solar system is the product of artistic audacity; the result of the
compulsion to wrestle with nature; the outgrowth of creative accomplishments on earth. "

Ezra Orion was born in 1934 on Kibbutz Beit Alfa. He grew up on Kibbutz Ramat Yochanan
and attended the Bezalel School of Art in Jerusalem. Orion gave his first one-man show in
1963, and in 1980 he completed his famous "Staircase" which is displayed in Jerusalem.
Orion has been living and working in Kibbutz Sde Boker in the Negev desert since 1967.

For further information please contact Avner Tavori at (212) 499-5510 or Aviva Bar at (212)
499-5440.




On October 2, 1995 at 12:00 P.M. at the Dag Hammerskjold Auditorium at the United
Nations Foreign Minister of Israel Shimon Peres and Israel's Ambassador to the United
Nations Gad Yaacobi will host a special event "Sculpture in the Solar System."

ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER SEES SIMILARITIES
BETWEEN ART AND POLITICS

TO SEE SOME OF THE WORK OF ISRAELI ENVIRONMENTAL DESERT SCULPTOR
EZRA ORION, YOU’LL NEED A SPACE SHIP. 1IN 1992, HIS "SUPER
CATHEDRAL I," SHAFTS OF PARALLEL ENERGY BEAMS, WAS LAUNCHED
SIMULTANEOUSLY FROM LASER RANGING STATIONS IN ISRAEL, EGYPT,
RUSSIA, AUSTRIA AND GERMANY. THE BEAMS OF THIS INTERGALACTIC
SCULPTURE ARE NOW SOARING Hf\aﬁﬁ‘éﬁﬁf9“6FrpIGHT TOWARD THE GRAVITY
PLAIN OF THE MILKY bﬂv?f;éﬁ%%&ﬁé”ﬁbééfuhLL KNOWN WORKS ARE,

'» / SN\
HOWEVER, EARTHBOUND. HISyHUGE CONCRETE SCULPTURE "STAIRCASE" IS A
y N g
I ~-,"

y . ARTLAEB
JERUSALEM LANDMARK, AND HE'SrgugLDIN¢1Ah6¥HER VERSION OF IT IN THE

HIMALAYAN MOUNTAINS.  SPEAKING AT A PRESENTATION OF THE ARTIST’S
WORK AT THE UNITED NATI&N%T_?Qﬁ%ﬁfgyﬁﬁéﬁﬁbn MINISTER SHIMON PERES
POINTED OUT THE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ORION’S WORKS AND HIS
GOVERNMENT’S POLITICAL POLICIES. BOTH, PERES SAYS, PURSUE A
GRADUAL APPROACH.

"He started from the ground...
...and good for politics."

FEW PEOPLE THOUGHT ORION’S ART WOULD GET OFF THE GROUND, YET HIS
"CATHEDRAL I" IS ALREADY LIGHT YEARS INTO SPACE, AND HE PLANS TO
PUT MORE SCULPTURE IN SPACE IN THE 21ST CENTURY. HIS DARING AND

VISION ARE APPRECIATED BY ISRAEL’S FOREIGN MINISTER.




On October 2, 1995 at 12:00 P.M. at the Dag Hammerskjold Auditorium at the United
Nations Foreign Minister of Israel Shimon Peres and Israel's Ambassador to the United
Nations Gad Yaacobi will host a special event “Sculpture in the Solar System."

ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER SEES SIMILARITIES
BETWEEN ART AND POLITICS
TO SEE SOME OF THE WORK OF ISRAELI ENVIRONMENTAL DESERT SCULPTOR
EZRA ORION, YOU’LL NEED A SPACE SHIP. IN 1992, HIS "SUPER
CATHEDRAL 1I," SHAFTS OF PARALLEL ENERGY BEAMS, WAS LAUNCHED
SIMULTANEOUSLY FROM LASER RANGING STATIONS IN ISRAEL, EGYPT,
RUSSIA, AUSTRIA AND GERMANY. THE BEAMS OF THIS INTERGALACTIC
SCULPTURE ARE NOW SOARING AT THE SPEED OF LIGHT TOWARD THE GRAVITY

PLAIN OF THE MILKY WAY. ORION'S“‘HOST WELL KNOWN WORKS ARE,
|O1X

MK XK1Y f0IX

HOWEVER, EARTHBOUND. :HIS, HUGE CONCRETE 'SCULPTURE "STATRCASE" IS A
JERUSALEM LANDMARK, AND HEfFS)BUILDING ANOTHER VERSION OF IT IN THE
HIMALAYAN MOUNTAINS. sémc AT /A BRESENTATION OF THE ARTIST’S
WORK AT THE UNITED NATIONS, ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER SHINON PERES
POINTED OUT THE SIMILARITLES, BETWEEN, ORION’S WORKS AND HIS
GOVERNMENT’S POLITICAL POLTETES. C'BOTH, PERES SavS, PURSUE a
GRADUAL APPROACH.

"He started from the ground...
...and good for politics."

FEW PEOPLE THOUGHT ORION’S ART WOULD GET OFF THE GROUND, YET HIS
"CATHEDRAL I" IS ALREADY LIGHT YEARS INTO SPACE, AND HE PLANS TO
PUT MORE SCULPTURE IN SPACE IN THE 21ST CENTURY. HIS DARING AND

VISION ARE APPRECIATED BY ISRAEL’S FOREIGN MINISTER.
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03-370206 1§79 03-370205 ‘70 66183 X1 (44 110 1171 110 24 1110700 '
24, HARAKEVET ST, TEL.AVIV 66183, TEL. 03.370205,  FAX. 03 370206 Tel-Aviv, Jan. 18, 1995
1407/81
Ms. Susan Goodman :
Chief Curator - G—a [D P/ Bromv S~
Jewish Museum 5 / ’ A 35/
1109, 5th Ave., R >y ‘N> AR
New-York, N.Y. 10028 PUpA

N 30 NI P
NPy S
Dear Susan, <

we have winter, now, in Israel, and the artistic activities are, as
usual, most intense. The events of this month, "Art-Focus", are over, and you
could hardly call them a great success. A week ago at the summing-up meeting
in the Artist's House, Yona Fisher and Noya Aviram were asked, together with
Ayala Saks-Abramow, to report about the project's success - the journalist's
reception was most lukewarm.

I am, as usual, very active and busy with new projects, almost the
whole office is busy with the vent of "Du-Kyum" in Mitzpe-Ramon, and I pray
(somewhat fearfully, as you can, perhaps, understand) that it will all come
our right. The plans are all very large, , and there are a lot of technicalities
to take care of, but because that whole "Museum" (the Artist's Museum)
is really an organisation of artists for a certain goal - it is rather
difficult, for there are no "father" or "mother" to take responsibilities.

At this moment, we know about .1 rtists from New-York , who plan to
come from New-York, and 50 ermqé§§§;Q§£§HE gstralla. From Israel, about 20
will join. We plan many Synpobiums)) médtingd bétieen artists and military
personal, economists, industrialists, pe le,Qf the media, etc. Maybe you, too,
could come? //QP \\\

Susan, I want to a m { poss:.bil:.ty to organize one
1s ‘a

evening about art and scie e. ergalactic Scul e by Esra
Orion. We want to send 4 of his po! Egrs (\L x 120 cm) to be put on for
this one evening only in the a\xditorz.um here:'t event would take place.

The meeting is to be betwe c ntls the Space Agency , Esra, and some
well-known art-critics. ( F@Bﬁ@i@%?&nvx.ted quests) .The event will,
of course, be open to the pu?.ub[lmrfhﬁl’pbé\te The event is intended to take
place in September 1995, while the UN convenes, so that our Minister of

* Foreign Affairs, Shimon Peres, who will be in New-York during this time, can

sponsor it.Last week, I was called to the Foreign Officdand it seems that they
will take the sponsorship for this event. I thought - Why not do it in the

Jewish Museum? We had such an event in Tel-Aviv a month ago and it was a success.

It took place in our new space for art in the "Industrialist's House". Jaal
Zalmona from the Israel-Museum opened the event. Professor for Astrophyslcs, :
Hagai Netzer, was present.If there is any chance at any date in September for

arranging such an event, that would be excellent. I would also need to know

the expenses.

I would be very glad to hear from you soon.

- e
Sy S’/).',- 72 %7‘, rﬂ/ By “/ Yours

fgiger "9(‘,’.
e / (c (‘// f/,( L,W/, mp/,,,, Dory(?ollak
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Midrashat Sde-Boker

April 3, 1995
ISRAEL

Charles Herman
Nesiya Institute

Jerusalem / Cleveland

Dear Sir,

Intergalactic _Sculpture

MIAXN 2NN J MK

After the local meeting of supporters on November 28'in'the Industrials House, Tel-Aviv -

we are trying to coordinate a New-Yor!( meetmg arround 20 September in the U.N. building
ATL

- synchronically to the U.N. assembly mth the presence of Shlmeon Peres and American

V.L.P.s.

Could Nesiya and the Jewish community/léadership joih's in support of that campaign -

Please answer Yes - -
yours -

EZRA ORION
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Misrashat Sde-Boker
ISRAEL
July 31, 1995
Vera Joffe
Joffe Communications

New-York. U.S.A.

Sculpture in the Solar System
Inter-Galactic Sculpture

- October 2 , U.N. House -

Following our letters since January 26th, and the Fax of Doron from July 16th -

O He himself will be in New-York about@/month before the event. It seems to me
most important that you both'will meet there and than':¢

O As more and more the contﬁﬁt—ofthe event in:t‘hq U.N. is getting clearer-
the more | wonder what will be byond it--

=
& LN

Can you form some group - some Friends-of-Supporters - of this 0 k
pioneer sculpture - toward thé' Year2000°- bl [ /Q)

Public Art Archive ~a AN

[ Can we meet them together - following the Noon event - on the 2th evening -

somewhere in N.Y. - - N .
I'm planning to land in N.Y. on September 28th, and leave on October 3th -

can we meet on the 30th - for coordination - -

Sincerely yours,
Ezra Orion

CC: Gad Yaakobbi \S
Doron Polack
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August 1, 1995

To the United States Embassy -

Ezra Orion*

Works here since May 1, 1967. is gomg to the U S. for a week -

September 27 - Octobp{ 3.‘ \J‘§95 ffnr hls\

in the U.N. House.

’culptHrefn the Solar System" event

He will return back to lsraql nfter it - October 3, 1995

;\PH ,\n

Ezra Orion ( jon Sincerely,

Public

Moti Abargel

Manpower Manager

* Passport No. 4194914
Identity card No. 165052
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1. Louis Friedman, Executive Director
The Planetary Society
65 North Catalina Avenue, Passadena
CA, 91106, U.S.A.

N

. Dr. Roger Malina 1M127%0 AN NUNK 1IN
Executive Director

University of California

Center for EUV Astrophysics‘“s‘d L
Barkeley, California 94270, U.S.A. =7
Tel: 510-643-5636 Ezra Orion
FAX: 510-643-5660 Public Art Archive
Editor LEONARDO

3. Jon Lomberg
The Planetary Society
65 North Catalina Avenue, Passadena
CA, 91106, U.S.A.

4. Prof. Haggay Netzer
Astrophysics
Tel-Aviv University, Ramat-Aviv
Tel-Aviv, ISRAL



5. Aby Har-Even
General Director
Israel Space Agency
26a, Haim Levanon St., Ramat-Aviv
P.0.B. 18195, Tel-Aviv
ISRAEL

6. Prof. Yakir Aharonov
University of South Carolina
Columbia, South Carolina
29208, U.S.A.

7. Dr. Avi Shapira

q01X

Director ) e, 2NN 1o
MAXN 2NN NUNX J1IIX

The Institute of Petroleum ResearcH and Geophysncs
P.0.B. 2286, Holon, 58122, ISRAEL S

P (L ARTLAB

8. Prof. Akiva Bar-Nun
Geophysics and Planetary Sqi_e‘/q;;g Otic

Tel-Aviv University, Ramat-Aviv|i~ At /
Tel-Aviv, ISRAEL

9. Yigael Zalmona
Chief Curator, Israel Museum
Jerusalem, ISRAEL

10. Dr. Moti Omer, Chief Director
Tel-Aviv Museum, Tel-Aviv
ISRAEL

11. Prof. Philip Leider, School of Fine Arts
IRVINE, CA, 92717, U.S.A.
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You are cordially mvited To the ;:aunbanmkacene Jno € inrenna'nonal Center por Desert Sculpture,

which will Take place at m Bglm CB%F%;%I vlé Monday, April 17, 1995

Program:

* Visit the Grave sites of David & Paula Ben-Gurion.

* Words oy welcome by Dr. Tuvia Fraling, Director, The Ben-Gurion Heritage Center,
Ben-Gurion Unversity of The Negev.

* Documantary pilo on The works of desert sculptor Ezra Orion.

* Visit the auseua por desert sculprure and the Adobe House (oud bouse).

* The cereaony will Take place at The edge of the Zm Canyon, and will culormare ar sunser.

speaking: Ms. Becky Freistadt, advisor o Shiwon Peres on culture and the axr, and

champenson of The Israel Center por The Culture of Peace.
M. Showuel Ripman, chairman, Rawat-Negev Regional Council.

Neeting place and Tiwe: 3.00 p.m., at the car parking of the Ben-Gumon Grave sites, Mioreshet Sde-Boke.
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Midrashat Sde-Boker
84990 ISRAEL
October 12, 1995

Michael Sonnenfeldt
Central Park West 145
New-York

Dear Michael,

Back here - the desert Geo-Sculpture - -
MK X1V fOIX
Thank again for your words and your presence at ‘the October 2™ U.N. event.

ro—

Can you send me these sup
¥ L)

Let us push forward this pionneering Desert Sculpture - -
Ezra Orion Collection

Public Art Archive
Lehitraot - -

Yours,

Ezra Orion

My Fax: (00972)07-558352
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HTNISIGHTS

STORIES AND ACTUALITIES - 10/15/95

1. ANALYSTS POINT TO SEPARATION AS ISRAEL’S FOCUS ON PERMANENT

SETTLEMENT 133 OR :57
2. SYRIAN PRESIDENT NOT PREPARING PUBLIC OPINION FOR PEACE WITH

ISRAEL 1IN KT 1N $57
3. ISRAEL PUBLISHES TOURIST GUIDE FOR MUSLIMS 126, :52 OR :82

Actuality of Publisher Eyal Shmueli~

T AR

In-Cue: "The same as...... ARTLAB
Out-Cue: ...the Peace Procecl." ( 11)

In-Cue: "It'’s not very...
out-Cue: ...in diplomhticfrelatzans with." (:09)

ublic

4. ARCHAEOLOGISTS TO EXCAVATE FOUR RECENTLY DISCOVERED DEAD SEA
CAVES :33

ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER SEES SIMILARITIES BETWEEN ART AND
POLITICS :89

Actuality of Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres:

In-Cue: "He started from...
Out-Cue: ...good for politics." (:09)

In-Cue: "The ultimate purpose...
Out-Cue: ...not used to." (:09)

Israel Broadcasting Service * 800 Second Avenue * New York, New York 10017 ¢ (212) 499-5402



HTISIGHTS

. 89 SECONDS
ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER SEES SIMILARITIES
BETWEEN ART AND POLITICS

TO SEE SOME OF THE WORK OF ISRAELI ENVIRONMENTAL DESERT SCULPTOR
( EZ%A ORION, ) YOU’LL NEED A SPACE SHIP. IN 1992, HIS "SUPER
CATHEDRAL i," SHAFTS OF PARALLEL ENERGY BEAMS, WAS LAUNCHED
SIMULTANEOUSLY FROM LASER RANGING STATIONS IN ISRAEL, EGYPT,
RUSSIA, AUSTRIA AND GERMANY. THE BEAMS OF THIS INTERGALACTIC
SCULPTURE ARE NOW SOARING AT THE SPEED OF LIGHT TOWARD THE GRAVITY
PLAIN OF THE MILKY WAY. |'ORION’S’ 'MOST WELL KNOWN WORKS ARE,

11N

HOWEVER, EARTHBOUND. HIS HUGE CONCRETE”SCULPTURE "STAIRCASE" IS A

e
JERUSALEM LANDMARK, AND HE!S BUILDING ANOTHER VERSION OF IT IN THE
HIMALAYAN MOUNTAINS. spm\xmc AT A 'PRESENTATION OF THE ARTIST’S
WORK AT THE UNITED NATIONS, ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER w\—@
POINTED OUT THE SIMILARITIES CBETWE

Art Archi

GOVERNMENT’S POLITICAL POLICIES. BOTH PERES SAYS, PURSUE A

”ohon's WORKS AND HIS

GRADUAL APPROACH.

In-Cue: "He started from the ground...
Out-Cue: ...and good for politics." (:09)

FEW PEOPLE THOUGHT ORION’S ART WOULD GET OFF THE GROUND, YET HIS
"CATHEDRAL I" IS ALREADY LIGHT YEARS INTO SPACE, AND HE PLANS TO
PUT MORE SCULPTURE IN SPACE IN THE 21ST CENTURY. HIS DARING AND
VISION ARE APPRECIATED BY ISRAEL’S FOREIGN MINISTER.

In-Cue: "The ultimate purpose...
Out-Cue: ...we’re not used to." (:09)

PERHAPS PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST WILL DO THE SAME

(OUTRO)

Israel Broadcasting Service * 800 Second Avenue * New York, New York 10017 « (212) 499-5402
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but mention Israel or Lebanon and you would be asked ‘Oh,

what did be write?" *
Leaving the theater world for Hebrew Union College, Rabbi
received a letter from a producer attempt-

Bretton-Granatoor
ing to lure him back with a tempting offer to design and mount  ~

ashow.
“My first year at HUC was like reverting back to nurs-
ery school with all I had to learn. It was so casy to say

‘yes” ™ to the show, he says. “But I said no and that sealed
my fate.”

MANHATTAN

expected” to become a pulpit rabbi. But Rabbi Bemard Zlo-
towitz, then the head of the New York Federation of Reform
Synagogues, recruited hiny 10 be its assistant director. “Bernie
taught me about bashert,” he says.

In his 11 years at the UAHC, Rabbi Bretton-Granatoor main-
tains that Stephen Wise “was the only congregation I wanted
to work for,” remembering that growing up, he “always heard
the name Stephen Wise as the place that does cutting-edge stuff.
It was the first to welcome gay and lesbian Jews, and its.scope
of social services, [like] its shelter, AIDS program and early

As a student at HUC, Rabbi Bretton-G:

hildhood is mind boggling, That's what has always at-

tracted me to this place.”

As for the future, Rabbi Bretton-Granatoor has myriad goals,
mmhcmlheponﬁﬂnyolmbhhmplhﬂkwshd:y
school to in balanci life
M(hfnmﬂyh!e.'ﬂemdmfeanehvemeechﬂdnn
~— Samantha, Jacob and Zachary. “My family comes first,” he

says.
For now, Rabbi Bretton-Granatoor still exists in the initial
euphoria of having a pulpit at long last.
“Wow," he says, “I finally have a chance to lead ser-
vices."

Where No Art|st Has Gone Before

With his energy sculptures in space, Israeli artist Ezra Orzon is either brilliant or crazy —or both.

SIISAI JOSEPHS
WRITER
_

n the vastness of the Milky Way, “Super-
Cathedral I,” now two light years from
carth, cruises the intergalactic infinity. And
its creator, Israeli sculptor Ezra Orion, re-
mains far from satisfied.
“Super-Cathedral I is made up of a host of
energy beams launched simultaneously from
points around the world — what Orion calls a
“supershaft” of beams, 620 million miles tall
traveling through space at the speed of light.

Artist Ezra Orion, creator of Super Cathedral
1, beamed down at The UN last week.
ComvadbyOnwmdhmdndmlm

Cathedral I” marks only the beginning of Ori-

raeli audience. “Ezra is not following any
known, conventional school. I think he is do-
mgnwon@rﬂxlpbmdlwanxwthnkhm
for his daring.”

Orion, an intense man of few words and
thunderous tone, seems like an incarnation
of an Ayn Rand hero like Howard Rourke or
Heary Reardon. o

On this planet, Orion, a resident of Kibbutz
Sde Boker in the Negev, hnﬂevdopeduqr

crete and steel, often in the desért wildémess.

to create a staircase of stone in the Amnapuma
Sanctuary Basin in the Himalayas, 13,200 feet
above sea level. TG
&nthel-lmhyaulmnadydndpm
high enough for Orion. “In our essence is a
strong yeaming for reaching beyond the given,”
Ormloid’!‘he!cwuh\\hk.So"‘ahH»-

plemenm‘lnkedwhuhetwmm {

lh:lam “sculpture’ to mean the shaping of en-

of “Super-Cathedral " As Phillip Leider, a
professor of art history at the University of Cal-
ifornia at Irvine and The Bezalel School of Art

" in Jerusalem observed: “The needs of the tech-

nical community and the needs of the artist
meet in this work.”

wmmmw-—un-&u—hh‘h—-
Egyt.

the launching of “Super-Cathedral IIT” by laser
ranging stations on Earth, Moon and Mars in
2019, and the launching of “Super-Cathedral
IV™ the following year, when Mars is on the

. umummmm@mn

a " a60-
foolmm:dmﬁxwdmmb
wards the heavens and evokes the biblical

In fact, the same might be said for the mon-
manlmmo'meommlﬁa

" The Tower of Babel “is a very
deep and authentic myth,” says Orion. But “the

on’s foray into what he calls intergalactic But Leider adds, “Orion has his own agenda  same axis as the sun. Tower of Babel.
to fulfill ... driven not by history of space ex- From Orion’s carliest moments — he was

llisahnionolm,phihsophy.pow- ploruon.bmby!hehmyolm. -wnmlmmmnﬂwm—lm

phology that Orion’s intergak: that a “uni lism, a Jewish i

through, hing extreme ab ‘, realizes the vision of modemn art pi- Mmdnmm;m

mwymlwmvﬂxm oneers like Malevich, Kandinsky and Mon- Ihlhmyumvugbwudimephnmn

~and nearly eternal duration,” he says. “It’s about
time to extend the dimensions of human sculp-
ture to the outer ranges of the solar system.”

In a slide presentation sponsored by the De-
partment of Cultural Affairs of the Israeli Con-
sulate in New York at the United Nations last
week, Orion worked to gain support for future
projects that completely depart from conven-
tional definitions of

How people view Orion’s mission seems
best expressed by Isracli Foreign Minister Shi-
mon Peres, who prefaced Orion’s presentation
with brief remarks. Orion “is either crazy or
original ... or both,” he said to the mostly Is-

drian, who all “speculated on an ultimate work
of art that would free the artist once and for all
from his on matter,” he said in a
speech at Israel’s Bar-Giora Observatory in
1992, during the launching of “Super-Cathe-
dral L.” Orion's work “is consistent ... with the
greatest aspirations of modem art from the ear-
liest moments of conception.”
And he doesn’t plan to stop with his first
foray into space. He has a list of projects he
‘wants to complete by the year 2020: the launch-
ing of “Super-Cathedral I” on April 16 in the
year 2000; the execution of robotic sculpture
on Mars by the future Mars-Rover spacecraft;

society” governed his life. By the age of 5,
Orion had discovered be could draw — pic-
tures of lions, bulls and Bar Kochba fighting
the Romans. As he got older, “rocks taller than
me,” desert landscapes and mountain peaks
would be strong, consistent sources of inspi-
ration. “From the start, I had the freedom to be
creative,” he said. “There was never any doc-
trines for me to follow, never any black and
white rules.”

Orion attended the Bezalel School of Art
in Jerusalem and gave his first one-man show
in 1963, which featured 30 rocks welded to-
gether. In 1980, Orion completed “Staircase,”

story’s message is a failure. It says never try to
get beyond your final existence, just be a good
boy, be obedient. What for? For what judge?”

The notion of God has no place in Orion’s
understanding of the universe. “God was pro-
duced in the studios of man, therefore God be- 3
longs to the human history of ideas,” he says.
“It’s about time that we free ourselves for the
third millennium, to be an open, humanistic, ;
truly global society.” g

Into that third millennium, Orion will con-
tinue to construct his towers whatever form or
mhmth:ymynb.nhwgbaanm un- 5

“I break through, therefore 1 am,” he says.[) 17
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Midrashat Sde-Boker

International Center for Desert Sculpture
ISRAEL . 20.11.1995

Jeny Marketo
New-York

Following October 2, and at your home - how was your Washington video-project - -

JTIX XOTY 01X
Last week | met Prof. Philip Leider = the founder-editor of, Art Forum 1962 -
who teaches each Winter here in Bezalel Art Academy, and each Summer in Irvine

University, U.S.” See his thesis in the l}jter-Galécgic dark booklet.
¥ N - MRTLAB

Primarily he agrees to participate as a speéker‘iri the Septémber Symphosioum at
Cooper Union - It could be a gréatreinforcement.cciion
Public Art Archive

Can you contact with him -
Lehitraot -

Yours,

Ezra Orion

C.C.: Philip Leider
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