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THE MIDRASHA OF SDEH-BOKER | COLLEGE OF THE NEGEV)

ON THE

It was in the desert that the People of Israel
became a nation. There the great spiritual quality,
which brought the People of Israel down the long road
of history to this very day, was crystalized. When our
people returned to their land, we also returned to this
desert.

Five years ago the Midrasha of Sdeh Boker was
established here in tl'ny1 ]N NWTU O;s nt%? it embodies
the nucleus of a scieﬁgél eillg’lgﬁ.éﬁh cultural center

] L
out of which a last itu;/On fof>tpe transmission

of Jewish values wi e; ;\RTLHB

The Sculpture Field, hg“preati of sculptor
Ezra Orion, will be an’ tnapiring ‘¢éntribution to this
institution. It willZé2$7d88 wan®s!Sfruggle with the
desert, his existence 'and! Gf¥ [doE Vet wild convey a
unique synthesis of spiritual creativity and deep
sensitivity for the primordial landscape of this area.

I wholeheartedly endorse this project. It is
worthy of unstinting support.

QM»-gM

David Ben Gurion

Sdeh Boker
1969
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The Israeli Museum, Jerusalem

o K 5 SRR " Towhom it may concern | — |

N | PR ;

The undersigned declares that he has carefuly studied the project for the sculpture field
by Ezra Orion.

He has visited the site near Sde-Boker, high above one of the most wonderful valleys
between Beer-Sheva and Avdat. This site dictates the dimeh ions of the sculptural
complex that will do inate the space around, and will atract and stimulate the visitors.
The two high elements are linked by large horizontal structures, which will induce the
visitors to walk around, or to enter and enjoy the play of light and shadow furnished by
the fascinating shapes, creatadlB;?'ﬂia"{ﬁﬁ#iaH(Hﬁﬁd amidst the impressive natural

1 IV ™ -y ]
environment. 12N NIINX 1IN

He admires the great gaulities of the whole seﬁlp!ure and\the massage it carries, and he

sincerely hopes that it will be emcutnd)n order lobegorrpe a focal point in the area.

Ezra Orion Colle
Public Art Archive

Jerusalem, February 1972.

Willem Sandberd
Chairman of the executive
committee of the Israel Museum
- former director of the

Amsterdam City Museum

R X
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The Israeli Museum, Jerusalem

To whom it may concern -

The undersigned declares that he has carefuly studied the project for the sculpture field
by Ezra Orion.

He has visited the site near Sde-Boker, high above one of the most wonderful valleys
between Beer-Sheva and Avdat. This site dictates the dimensions of the sculptural
complex that will dominate the space around, and will atract and stimulate the visitors.
The two high elements are linked by large horizontal structures, which will induce the
visitors to walk around, or to enter and enjoy the play of light and shadow furnished by
the fascinating shapes, crealed by {hé‘h’dmar'\orhhhd _amldst the impressive natural
environment. A ']__ ; _J I_} ll_ 2

He admires the great gaulities of thewhole s_cf:l'pia?e éﬁ&;ﬁ_.me massage it carries, and he
sincerely hopes that it will be exécﬁtédh ordér.mmpgw;a .'a focal point in the area.

Jerusalem, February 1972.

Willem Sandberd
Chairman of the executive
committee of the Israel Museum
- former director of the

Amsterdam City Museum



HENRY MOORE. O.M.. C.H. HOGLANDS.
TELEPHONE: MUCH HADHAM €6 PERRY GREEN.
MUCH HADHAM,
HERTS.

7th July 1969.

Dear Ezra Orion,
XK MOTY T0I1K
I think yohr'O8culpturd Filelah'dsl 4 most
imaginative and insp g :l.dgd.,smdi\}ppa you
will be successli ; inding support %4 realise
it.

- ARTLAB -
Many of the thoughts you express-
sculpture are veFy rpeér|te whaltcEi{adgo believe.

I wish you tﬁup&% %gsé\rg]&{ﬁk.

about

Yours sincerely,

News) Mome

o e |




Project for a Monumental Sculpture by
Ezra Orion in the Midrasha of Sdeh Boker

Mr, Ezra Orion came to the Tate
Gallery today and discussed with me and my
colleagm].-L %Hb 'j:}bjedg f6r a monumental
sculpture whidh he Ha)s*fdésigﬁe'd to be erected
in the Negov. TanELT o

We uammeq a- number of detailed
photographs of ma;quette’s '4nd discussed with
him the possl'ble development of his plan. It
seemed to us to be a highly imaginative and
rather noble conception: and we very much hipe

that he mp)li tain rﬂ"F 1ii'luancaal support necessary
to carry it through.

30th June, 1969

[/VLF’M SanlRe4d

Director



Department of Town Planning
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

Telephone: EUSton 7050 FLAXMAN HOUSE
FLAXMAN TERRACE

Extension 507

LONDON

To those in a position to support
THE SCULPTURE FIELD in

the Negev Desert, designed

by EZRA ORION

This note testifies to the integrity of Mr. Orion

as a sculptor, and'toitheé valié and interest of his
project in the Negev [Desert; which;ig/part sculpture,
part architecture and which he has called 'the

Many artists, #g.l‘l e designers in
this country who krow Mr.- - Oribhts’work, will wish
to do what they can hlp this new ' project towards
execution. But it will need \resources greater than
he can pszrsoruaﬁ.}ryé and outside what
official governmient - r&lén Eéu‘l ‘sddlire for him. The
best way for us to!stippoit his préject, therefore, is
to bring it to the attention of those in a position to
commission it. I am glad to include myself among
his supporters.

Professoy Lord Holford

RA, FRIBA, MTPI & c. Professor
of Town Planning in the University
of London, and a member of the
Royal Fine Art Commission ~

wWCI



Bartlett School of Architecture

University College London

Gower Street WC1

Euston 7050
To those in a position to support
THE SCULPTURE FIELD in
the Negev Desert, designed
by EZRA ORION

P XOTY 101K
AN 2NN NINK I

I am writing in support of Mr., | s sculistural prdject in the Negev Desert.
Mr. Orion is himself a scul roject, which is part
sculpture, part architecture’ 'ﬂm Flald' is of great

interest and value.

Many arcists, architects and Ix.ndad’ﬁpmde&laﬂera mﬂns country who know
Mr, Orion's work will wish to do, what they can to help in the fulfilment of
this project. It will however need resources greater than he can personally
command and beyond that which official government action can secure for
him. I feel that the best way for us to support his project is to bring it to the
attention of those in a position to commission it. Iam glad to include myself
among his supporters.

L 9

............ e s

Professor, Lord Llewelyn-Davies FRIBA MTPI
Professor of Architecture in the University

of London and a member of the Royal Fine

Art Commission



8 Hampshire Education Committee =~ Winchester School of Art

Park Avenue
Winchester
Telephone: 61891
Your reference
Ezra Orion,
Midrashat Sde Boker Our referonce
ISRAEL
D 30th. June, 1969
Dear Ezra, N 111N

This great concept is what a:-t d:uuid be en:ui ih.nt art is for. I
cannot imagine the State of Israel, or whomever ybu approach for help in
the realisation of this wondh:t‘Ml Cgéulptuire; (dan fail to respond or fail
%o help you, but I do think tHat ¥bu havé & Hard rosd shedd of you - the
road of raising money, which will embarass you and involve you in the bother
and detaile with which you, as an artist, should not be bothered.

There is no other way, and for the realisation of your work it will be
worth it because this work must be done, for the sake of its greatness, and
its beauty, and for the sake of the spirit of Israel and of Man, which it
embraces, contains and is.

Any support that I can possibly give you, you can count on et any time.

Sincerely,

Ry 7/ o
HETNZ HENGHES g
Hegd of Sculpture School.



B8IR BASIL SPENCE oM Ra EDI PPRIBA One Cancnbury Flace London N1 01-228 7170

Associste Anthony Blse ARTBA 11th July, 1969.

EZRA ORION

Ezra Orion is a re%l&a}%]ﬁ UHHB??E His imaginative and

vital approach for a scuiﬁluféjfiéla“m?tﬂ@ Wég%‘{Desert is a courageous

1- ap}‘é of the maquette reveal the

reg&lg\e}gwat should be felt by
3 Y,
anyone who visits the wcrk when it is cbmpleté
Ezra Orion Collection

lic Art Archive
I am most enthusiasstlﬁzlaf;\v.rt project: I think it will

and compelling idea.  The p

intensity of feeling and the -..:’5'-.

be a remarkable achievement and therefore well worth supporting.
I understand that financial resources are still lacking; I give
unquestioning support to the whole idea and hope that the finance will

be forthcoming to complete this adventurous and imaginative project.

e T



HENRY MOORE. o.M., C.H. HOGLANDS.

TELEPHONE: MUCH HADHAMG66 PERY GREEN.
MUCH HADHAM.
HERTS.
ENGLAND

7th July 1969.

Dear Ezra Orion,

| think your "Sculpture Field" is a most imaginative and inspiring idea, and | hope
you will be successful in finding support to realise it.

Many of the thoughts you express about sculpture are very near to what | also
believe.

| wish you the very best of luck.

TN
JIi

2N 2NN N1IMeGns’ Sinderely,

),

Henry Moore

A meeting with Henry Moore'

| met him at his home during tﬂ;‘ aftérnoon of Ju 5, 1969, after two hours jurney
from London. The meeting was scheduled by the "British Council" which had sent him a
catalogue of the "Sculpture Field".

We sat in a spaceious room - filled with sculptures. Some were his, some African
and others. Two glass walls revealed a moderately sloped lawn on which a number of his
large, well spaced sculptures stood.

He flipped through the catalogue transmitting a sense of sympathy... "You know - -
it's only recently that | started opening my statues to a movement of people".

We walked down the slope of the lawn to his work-shops where we found several of
his assistants working on an enlargement - - in plaster - - of tiny models that he had
designed - - for bronze-casting abroad.

When we parted he wished me every success. A month later | received the letter

(enclosed).




