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- Tangible

to the
Sublime

By Angela Levine

wo attractive exhibitions at provin-
cial museums are poles apart in
theme, aims and spirit.

The first show, “Objects of De-
sire,” subtitled “Personal Objects in Israeli
Art” represents curator Heli Govrin’s delayed
reaction to “Life-Size, a Sense of the Real in
Recent Art" (Israel Museum 1990, curator
Suzanne Landau) which underlined a current
vogue, both here and abroad, for creating
impersonal objects of art.

Govrin has selected installations, sculpture
and paintings by 10 local artists in order to
prove that there are still many Israelis treating
objects in a personal and emotional way. Her
theory is best supported by the exuberant
paintings of Nora Frenkel and Arie Berkowitz
in which simple items — a kitchen colander, a
few poppy heads (Frenkel), plates, a carved
table leg (Berkowitz) — become dynamic vehi-
cles for joy or nostalgia.

Similarly, Druse painter Assad Azi's ap-
proach is highly subjective. His altar-like pan-
els are compounded from design elements and
small objects drawn from classical and oriental
sources as well as folk art. In two cases, the
surface of his reliefs has been covered in
white, opaque paint. An ominous gesturc,
which may symbolize stifled self-expression
(the artist, his community?) or be meant to
evoke walls whitewashed to cover graffiti.

But, contrary to the curator’s aims, the
majority of artists taking part in this show

Doron Yahalom: installation Zlc
(Bat Yam Museum) ]

come across as exploring the same general
issues that concerned Joseph Beuys, Jeff
Koons, Allan McCollum, Robert Gober and
the other participants, foreign and Israeli, in
the 1990 Israel Museum presentation.

The Gaia Tchetchik/Nona Orbach team’s
delightful display of winged chariots, derived
from classical art and mythology but made of
commonplace materials (papier mache joined
to rusted parts of agricultural implements) set
one thinking about past and present criteria
for a museum/gallery exhibit, a question first
raised in New York in 1917 when Duchamp
mounted a bicycle wheel on a stool and la-
beled it art. From a similar standpoint, one

i Drora Dominey's precisely orga-
nized installation which subtly alters the color,

easel, drinking glasses, a baby's bath. In doing
so, she eradicates their functions. transform-
ing them into works of art.

Some exhibits in this show suffer from a
patent lack of originality. Naomi Shalev's in-
stallation “What's a Transparent Hare Doing
Here?" with its animal motif, showcases and
cute porcelain figures, draws ideas from both
Koons and Beuys's famous 1960s perfor-
mance: “How to Explain Art to a Dead
Hare,” without making any novel statement.
Also taking part are Dvora Morag, Doron

Dan Zakheim. (Bat Yam M

Till February 28.

£ W curator Dahlia
vine has assembled a splendid collection of

painting and sculpture by 11 first-rank artists
whose recent work reflects a yearning for the
infinite and the i gible

"“Entéting the farge rectangular gallery, one

| igpverwhelmed by ajsense of order and peace.

Immediately (as plannéd), the eye is drawn to
. the far wall where, hung low as one unit, are
| five superb paintings by Gabi Klasmer por-
_ traying distant horizons at different times of
\ day and/night| This masterwork (originally
exhibited in 1983 as separate units) achieves a
deft modernistic balance between a romantic
conception of nature-and a mechanical, unin-

. volved approach to painting.
O IBécduse Of the power and dominant posi-
. I.jpp_ol}._l.{l,asmq;n;'s exhibit, others seem dimin-
~ {shed in importance, or have had their charac-
ter changed. Avi Setton’s endearing
constructions - impotent flying machines
capped with bird-like heads — sited overhigh
near the gallery ceiling, look like gods protect-
ing the entrance to a painted sanctuary; while
aligned on the floor, Moshe Ninio's exhibits
“A Pair of Puddles” (in which the blackened
glass of two loudspeakers become the vehicle
for yet another of his amorphous light-ringed
silhouettes) could be mistaken from afar for
prayer stools, or containers for votive fires.
But there are other, splendid paintings.
Dudu Mezach’s lunar fantasies, for instance.
Over a matrix of Xeroxed photographs, he
paints and sculpts the pitted craters of the
moon, probing its surface with steel prongs
and calipers. Mezach's imagery seems to refer

Drora Dominey: installation
(Bat Yam Museum)

not only to the clumsy equipment once used
by ancient astronomers and scientists, but to
present-day dreams of conquering and explor-
ing the unknown.

One such local dreamer is Ezra Orion,
whose ambition to plant sculptures in space
once led him on a trek in the early 1980s to
find a “spiritual take-off course” in the Anna-
purna basin of the Himalayas. Over the past
five years he has fired several energy beams
into the cosmos from the Israel Space Agency.
Now, mockup photographs in the gallery illus-
trate his next project, slated for the year 2000,
when artist-scientists around the world will
simultaneously launch a “super-cathedral”
into outer space.

Benni Efrat is represented in this show by a
rather formal pattern-cum-symbolic painting
from 1987 featuring a phosphorus-rimmed
globe exploding into chaos, part of a multime-
dia series discoursing on ecological disasters.
This work would have been more at home in
the recent Tel Aviv University Galiery's exhi-
bition “Postscripts — End Representations in
Contemporary Jsraeli Art” (in which Efrat
participated). In the current setting, Efrat’s
warning message is contrary to the concepts of
order, beauty and a world without end which
illuminate all the other pieces. Also participat-
ing are Avi Berg, Yasha Cyrinski, Dorit Feld-
man and Dov Or Ner. Recommended. (Petah
Tikva Museum.) Till mid March. <&
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Saturday, 10th July, 1993 at 8.30 p.m.

a Orion Collection
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By Gil

Question of Space

Goldfine

Berman Kadim’s “The Open Receptacle,” an
ingenious display of how, through relentless
research and comprehension of both basic and

teric mathematical-geometrical principles,

‘6 Itima,” an exhibit of pai.m-
ings, objects and sculptures
H A md p A by

the directors of the Petah
Tikva Yad Labanim Museum, Arad Muscum,
the Rehovot Municipal Art Gallery and the
Herzliya Museum, carries the ambitious subti-
tie “Cosmic Images in Israeli Art.” The 11
contemporary artists included have been cho-
sen b they p bl ine the sub-

the artist has transmuted several underlying
theories of Near Eastern, Islamic and Greek
classical cultures into a thoroughly contempo-
ary, three-dimensional ark.

A lidless sarcophagus, the pleasing white-
walled form has been fabricated around a
synthesis of | geometric progressions,

ject of the cosmosoF investigate the histosical
applications of spatial theories by using mat-
erials and findings that are a consequence of
space exploration and ad d technology.
Pretentious in word and deed, Ultima, except
for a few exceptional picces, is filled with a
melange of mediocrity. The show is a perfect

le of how and th icians are

intricately. woven. patiezas, the Golden Sec-
tion and its root-five rectangle, the latter used
by Greek architects for planning the floor of
the Parthenon and by Egyptian planners of
the early dynasties. The receptacle’s interior
walls. contain a series of flat patterns which
have been extracted from a recently discov-
ered crystal st and an amalgamation of
1 Islamic designs.

prepared to pursue an intell ptas a
primary objective and then, almost as an after-
ﬂmught,m‘apmeh'sngmandmysmd
unrelated art works made compatible with each
other within the context of the written doctrine.
Here, it just doesn't ving true, and the uncom-
municative, obtuse catalog essay “The Prome-
theas Connection,” by §, Giora Shoham, does

The ark’s rim is made of polished brass
rulers, each portien containing a calculated
number of pegs in the famous Fibonacei pro-
grmim.mﬂuanmminnfmmmﬁng
the form’s missing lid as well as establishing a
foundation for the interior patterning. To this

iy ression B Kadim brings his
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istic proportions, scale and materials.
Both Dorit Feldman and Yasha Cyrinski sce

Feldman brings to her work a plethora of per-
sonalized photographic images which are ad-
hered to chunks of metallic volumes encised and
etched with cryptic jottings. Cyrinski, in cubo-
reliefs from 1990, enlarges satellite photos on a
enpyin;madﬁneanﬂq:pliulhminueﬁewi
fanned appendages in a centrifugal vortex

While Feldman emulates the emotive and poet- “V T MIRT NISHRT exhibité d Gisdited imber of

ic aspects of outer space, Cyrinski closes in on
documentation and truth.

Gabi Klazmer's five rectangular paintings,
created a decade ago, have been resurrected
once again to present a didactic question re-
garding the relative believability of painted
space, at once fictional and concrete. Emra.

i SP s “Super Cathedrals™ are no more thaii
slick illustrations of the solar system straight

from a computer graphics program, but pur-
port to be philosophical images describing in-
ter-galactic communication.

“House of the Sun” is an interesting neon
light and iron frame construction by Dov Or
Ner which combines a futuristic look at solar
energy with ancient views of Ra, new stars
themtureofumeand ashesmﬁ

of hidden cultural inuity.” On
the other hand A Pair of Puddles” by Moaht
Ninio is a banal, certifiable esoteric floor piece
consisting of two amplifers covered by two
discs of very thick glass overprinted with un-
decipherable linear i

B

b S —_ S LR

Pamtmgsandtutbmheﬁby.\ﬁ.ﬂlﬂ
Dudu Mezach are dreary attempts to fit into
. the cosmic role model pursued by the cura-
tors, as are a few industrial-high-tech sculptur-
al reliefs by Avi Siton and a near-meaningless
acrylic on paper by Benni Efrat.

Ultima has been installed for the fourth
and last time, Let it rest. Hardly worth a trip
to Hmhya (Herzliya Mmm)w
Aunghigt| 100 MATY TOIX

mnhlan?;p;nungs surrounded-by more than
a black-and-white finished draw-
ing subjectsmnge from acrobatic pre-

images WMWWP infants set
in surréal and mythcafbhm 'Nishri occa-
mnai]y shows; flashés of inspirational render-
ing' coupled with a flair for wnconventional
wmposmomi Generally, however, her work

i(Mabat Gallery,
wk%‘lli Aﬁﬁm 15.

2ublic 4
A T]RE.SOM:E two-person show comprises
paintings by Rachel Proimovitz and Shirley
Goldstein. The former's canvases are symmet-
rical abstractions in which sparkles, splashes,
leaves and chips of garish, uncontrolled pig-
ment collide at the pictorial center. The lat-
ter’s pale umber picture planes are composed
around random jottings describing earth, mud
and straw populated by scratchy images of
palms, turtles and an approximation of The
Sower by Millet. (Sara Erman Gallery, 58 Ben
Yehuda, Tel Aviv.) Till July 29. <

uym mmn—.cﬁy 'ren\-m
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