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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT WEIZMAN

Israel, though small in size, is blessed with most diversified nature and an ancient and
rich cultural heritage.

Conserving both nature and culture, while at the same time developing the country, is a
difficult but essential and not impossible task. Since its inception, the Society for the
Protection of Nature in Israel has been educating the public and endeavouring to
preserve Israel's nature and landscape.

As a result of these activities, the citizens of Israel have been made aware of the

importance of their environment and of the need to protect it. Thousands of Israelis are
now able to enjoy the beauty of wild flowers, whilst leaving them intact for others to enjoy. Previously
endangered species are once again flowerin_q freely. In the animal world the gazelle, the ibex and the
leopard have returned to their natural habitats. HXCXATY TOIK
Despite these achievements, preservclt[ic;n \cle the environment In"I3tgel and the Middle East, as
throughout the world, is still only in its infa uch remains to;be done. Political issues and the
borders between nations should not imp@if ‘@Avironmental values @nd nature protection. We look
forward fo peace in our region, peace forimankindiand peqagifor thesenvironment.

| have pleasure in inviting you to participate in_the"Spring, Festival of nature preservation in Israel; to
contribute of your own experience and-fo assist Us in reaching ‘our'long term goal, that of development
for the benefit of humanity along with conseryation of the enviconment-




Dear friend,

We are pleased to invite you o join us in celebrating
the 40th anniversary of the SPNI - the leading Israeli
NGO and the pioneer of the Israeli environmental
movements.

The events will be held in Spring 1994, mostly in the
Negev Desert and in the Gulf of Elat. We offer you to
enjoy Israel's nature in its best season, to watch the
massive bird migrafion, to discuss - with leading
environmentalists - the world wide role of NGOs in
enhancing environmental concern, and fo participate
together ~ with  thousands of Israelis and
environmentalists from around the world in a special
concert played by Paul Winter in a magnificent
natural environment.

We are looking forward to your taking part
in our celebration,

With warmest regards,

Facts & Figures - the SPNI: .

= involves over 800,000 people from all sectors of Israel's
sociely in its outdoor recreational and learning activities
every year;

= operates a nationwide network of 26 Field Study Centers,
30 regional branches and 17 community centers;

& develops conservation strategies by conducting research
together with Israeli Universities;

& stimulates environmental awareness among the Israeli population
in all parts of the country;

= organizes direct public action for saving threatened natural
and historical sites;

= offers exciting nature tours for tourists and lsraelis;

= initiates environmental protection legislation.

The SPNI has been awarded the Isrel

X T
> \, .. .. .Prize for its "special confribution fo the
1N \ SR s £
!l ‘y country and its cifizens", and received
7/ Soqi \ ) - W :he United _Notions Global 509 award
2 LﬁS ; Usited Nations in recognition of the outstanding
Yoav Sagi Yossi Leskg 1 b:f?’"’“:' \B Qchievements in the pro.tection c:1d
Chairman Executive Director ™y '\ Achievement improvement of the environment".

Elat is located at the southern tip of Israel and at the meefifig'poinf of fout countries: Israel, Jordan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia.
This is also the place where millions of migrating birds from three continents - Europe, Asia and Africa - meet during their spring
migration. Besides birds, Elat is famous for its constant sunshine and for its scenic variety, ranging from coral reefs and marine
life under a clear turquoise sea, to spectacular desert landscape. Commercially, the fown is an infernational holiday resort and
a declared free trade zone.




Special events:

1.

International Conference: The role of Non
Governmental Organizations in protecting the
environment (March 20-24, 1994).

The conference aims to provide a forum for leading
environmentalists and heads of NGOs from around
the world to examine issues of ideology, practices
and strategies in their work. The participants will be
able to share their experience and exchange ideas. It
will include plenary sessions and workshops, to
examine case-studies of the work of organizations in
different countries. Several environmental aspects will
be discussed, including ethics, politics, education,
and law as a tool for environment protection,
conducting public campaigns, and working towards :
sustainable development in traditional and moderpy IYUEUO]N
societies. The model of the SPNI will befllust{bﬁed‘in; :
several presentations during the conference. The 8
conference will be followed by an internationali™% o
seminar, in which the SPNI's work will be fdfther”
presented (see event no. 2). ¥y

Eora Orian
. c4la Uhotl

The SPNI Annual International Seminaron
Environmental Education, Conservation, and
Public Action (March 25 - April 10, 1994).

The International Seminar aims to enhance
world-wide environmental awareness through intense
exposure to the comprehensive efforts of
environmental education, conservation and public
advocacy in Israel. The Seminar provides a
framework for active learning and exchange of
conservation experience among professionals from
around the world. The Seminar offers an opportunity
to share SPNI methods developed over the past 40
years in practical nature conservation, field research,
and education. It will be a mobile seminar, travelling
through Israel, allowing the participants to study
Israel's environment during the spring. This year, the
Seminar is specially designed for heads of NGOs as
an optional sequence of the International Conference
(see event no. 1). The Conference and the Seminar
are supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
by the IUCN Commission on Education.
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