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90 Years of Sculpture in Israel

The goals of the exhibition will be:

a. to demonstrate the vitality, diversity and quality of Israeli
sculpture.

In recent years sculpture has become a more central and
substantial part of art activity, a trend which has to be
acknowledged and encouraged.

b. to present the leading trends which have molded the
development of Israeli art.

This exhibition, like previous ones, does not pretend to be the
absolute sum of the history of Israeli sculpture; Ouriaim isito
create interaction between the artists and their public.

The corner stone of the "Israeli Sculpture Garden at Tel Hai"
will be layed, as a tribute to 90 years of Israeli sculpture.
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TEL HAI '94 EVENTS

Curator: Gideon Ofrat

The goal of the planning committee for the Tel Hai '94 Events is to plan
a prestigious and respectable event in which dozens of artists, art critics,
teachers and students from Israel and abroad will actively participate.

Tel Hai '94 finds its natural location in the Euro-Asiatic region in direct
connection to the Arts Institute of the Tel Hai Regional College, the
Galilean Community, Israeli artists and art lovers from all over the
country, while keeping in close touch with contemporary sculpture and
creative activity all over the world.

The reevaluation, in the last decade, of calls for a new definition and even
confrontation between naturs and culture.

The TEL HAI '94 EVENTS will cope, both artistically and concepluauy,
with the basic theme of "TEL HAI 80", which was based on sculpture in
nature. We will be dealing with the urbanization and mechanization of
natural resources stream which is exhibited in studios, galleries and
museums. S NS

The Tel Hai '94 events will host two international symposiums.

The first will deal with the problems of "Culture and Nature” - "Culture
or Nature" - "The end of Sculpture in Nature - is it s0?"

The second will deal with "Peripheral Sculpture” - the crisis of Western
Culture, an assumption or a fact? Are there any options for alternative
culture in the peripheria?

An "Exhibition within an Exhibition" will be held in the different Tel Hai
halls.This exhibition will present introspective small scale sculptures, and
will include works by dozens of artists, some of whom have participated
in previous Tel Hai events.
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Both for the artists and myself, it has been a challenge to come up with
works of art in this grand landscape with its myriad connotions.

The idea was to continue the tradition of 1980 and 1983, yet to stress
other aspects than our predecessor Amnon Barzel.

The importance of Tel Hai first and foremost lies in the fact that the
artists are able to create freely and in a public space, as opposed to the
indoor artificial/neutral space of a museum or gallery, where the works
tend to be self-referring.

Most exceptional. however, is the fact that this is not a "presentation” of
works in a garden or park, but a symbiosis with the complex and
changing space of virtually nature.

The artists are faced with an extremely difficult task here: that of installing
a new identity in a natural environment and of simultanequsly, starting
relationships as well with the already present and remaining as with the
changing elements of this environment.

Not only have they had to deal with problems such as size, seale,
material, technique, viewpoints, perspective, weather resistance, lightand
shadow, dead and living materials, static and mobile, but they also had to
take into account the cultural, historical, socio-political, geographical and
symbolic connotations of the site.

I myself, but mainly the participating artists, have experienced Tel Hai '87
as an exceptional event: the confrontation with a magic site, a landscape
with countless faces that is impossible to grasp and where shapes,
distances and the light continuously change between daybreak and dusk.
What is inaccessible and impressive in the morning, becomes human and
close at night.

This makes Tel Hai into a highly fascinating sensorial perception and an
immediate possibility for man to experience the metaphysics of nature, to
experience the apparent and the real, whereby the artist can live in true
reciprocity with nature.

1 do hope that this will be but the beginning of an adventure and that in
the future Tel Hai may develop into a unique site of the imagination and

M

creativity of man, a paradisiacal pre-Deluge place where a dialogue is
commenced both between the creators and the work of art, nature and the
spectator.

FLOR BEX




The Tel Hai 80 Contemporary Art Meeting constitutes an uncoventional
attempt implemented by an idealistic and equalitarian society to actualize
the conceptual relationships between art, society and nature, within the
spatial realm in which this society exists.

In its very initiation, this encounter touches upon the fundamental aspects
of the relationship between the individual artist and the community of
artists and his ties to the human surroundings which, in all actuality,
comprise his host environment. The physical environment is transformed
from an arena of raw materials into the subject itself. The work processes
involved in this project expose the artist to the dominant implications of
the landscape, and to its history to other artists forming a temporarily
defined group within this meeting and to the community. Sonsequently,
the general perception of the artist evolves and he comes (0 be viewed as a
worker figure possessing awareness, involvement and propinquity. This
altered image of the artist can be explained by the fact that the puplic's
bond with nature is more clearly defined than is its comprehension of the
art ceremony.

The approach to basalt stone, to digging in brown earth and to trees; all
found on the site of their natural existence, has its roots in the dileamas
of existentialism and identity and arouses definite associations with
personal and communal myths. Far from the museum artifact, from the
economic component of the artistic product, art in nature - and the Tel-
Hai meetings included some forty works within this realm - constitutes an
explicit social and regional expression.

The processes described above and the public's role in the crystallization of
the encounter, transform it into an interdisciplinary event bearing social
and political implications. Information created in the language of art from
local materials will be amassed within the realms of Tel-Hai and its
content will stem from political attitudes - as latent as they may be. The
landscape is the workshop, the reservoir of material and the space of the
exhibit itself. The artist performs as farmer, shepherd and archaeologist.
Micha Ullman's defense and lookout points, Dov Heller's Pomegranite

Garden and Kadishman's sheep are witnesses to actual situations providing
testimony which does not require illusion. Karavan's laser drawing which
outlines the historical path of Kfar Giladi - Tel Hai, and the prints by
Tuly Bauman gleaned from daily newspapers depicting the bombing of the
region, do not remove the evidence from the site of its creation. These
works testify to the region and to its culturalpolitical significance and
perhaps, in a parallel manner, 10 the initiation of an art meeting within

the midst of the landscape by those residing in the region itself.

AMNON BARZEL
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