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The Tel Hai International Contemporary art Meeting celebrates

ite tenth anniversary this vear. This is the fourth time gince
1980 that the event has been held. Unfortunately, financial
constraints have obliged us to limit the number of participating
artists on this occasion. A group of ten was finally selected,
consisting of six Israelis and four Europeans. Eight artists were
directly invited to suggest a project. Some eighty Israeli
artists also submitted proposals. Seven of these were chosen on
the basis of their intrinsic qualities, but only kwo works could
be produced in practice.

As in 1987, the artists were asked to produce site-specific
sculptures and installations. Each one succeeded, in my opinion,
in retaining a sense of individuality, while entering into more

or less explicit relationships with the particular character of
the phyeinal, hicteriecul wuuld S>ULLU-POLITICal environment.

The ten new works also highlight the differing attitudes and
strategies of contemporary artistic creation. Three of the
artjsts may be said to work within an architectural frame of
reference. In contrast to his large-scale projects in cities or
as part of major urban programmes, here in the intimacy of nature
Dani Karavan has constructed an enclosed, almost sacral space
around a single olive tree; Osvaldo—Romberg, meanwhile, has
produced a copy of the foundations of a house excavated in Ur
which dates from the period of Babyloniun captivily. Israel
Moshenzon's excavated structure on a hill is a place of
withdrawal or safety, while as a "bunker", it can also function
3% an observation post of meeting place.

A number of artists ang,pyesentily -woxking om-khe borderline
between reality and fiction. They use objects and situations from

everyday life, but create a se of wonder and alienation

through their slight interve n oy.h: prﬁégng tho obizwts iu au
uusudL context. gonathan ni has erectcd traffic lights on a
dry river bed, far remove any "rafdlL/ \Ferael is a countrv in
which communication is of Wit importance, @3 a result of which

many hills are topped with-red-and Q&%ng@q&ials: Luc Deleu has
added a scale model tc these, whose red night signal is powered
by solar batteries. Visitors will be surprised when walking in
the middle of a pine forEst teNeraounter 63N 1aume Bijl's typical
urban situation consisting of a road surface with street lights
and a flawer had.

Because uf 1lLs nistorical past and its proximity to the Lebanese
and Syrian borders, Tel Hai is a place with strong associations
and connections. Works of a symbolic nature are imbued here with
an even deeper meaning.

Benni Efrat has placed two objects in a cage, namely an artillery
piece formerly belonging to the Israeli army, and a typical long
car such as those favoured by the Palestinian population. Ulav's
white flags refer to the concept of surrender in all its possible
senses. The knot tied in each flag means "remember". In John
Kérmeling's replica of Holvwood (with a single “"1"), landscape,
artworks and people are tranformed into a film set with extras -
reality becomes fiction.

Unlike the other artists, Michael Gross ig concerned with a kind
of aesthetic distillation - the quest for the egssence of shape
and spirit, the poetry of simplicity.

With thesg new works and the fifty or so sculptures left over
from previous vears, Te; Hai is becoming a unique kind of outdoor
museum, a real and imaginary place, where the visitor can

discover and experience the fascinating manipulati
- on of
contemporary artists. e i

FLORENT BEX
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The idea for this sculpture evolved during the last two years, since'Tel
Hai 87." At that time my project was a performance that lasted two days. By
the evening of the first day the public had left, the mountain was deserted,
and the sculptures on it seemed to have disappeaved. Only my friends and I
remained in the darkness. The project culminated the next day with a march
of people up the mountain - "Going'" as State of Being.

I asked myself: where, actually are we going? The answer that I arrived
at was - home. But what exactly was meant by '"home'? In Hebrew, the word
for "home," '"house" and"buildipg'l is the same: "bax't"

I asked myself how would I give thls ”baylt" form in the phy51ca1 (and

spiritual) darkness. The answer

llterally out of the dark - by a light.

I came to the conclusion that my r.ffg§1 fQRTh$ﬁ3¥ Hai 90" would deal with the
concepts of '"bayit'" and light. N

The proposed sculpture, MBayit?!Mjrisy andiisolated and self-sufficient
house, lit by a solar device. Its floor is the earth, its roof is the sky,
and it draws its light from the sun above it.

And this isolated house up in the mountain is it a home? A way-station?
A prison? A shelter?

The question remains - "Bayit?".

(Translation: Ann Bar-Dov)
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ABRAM RAPHAEL

Abram Raphael was born in 1937 in Jerusalem. He

lived for many years as an artist in Kibbutz Menara,
where he died last year.

In 1980 he participated as a sculptor in the first Tel Hai
Cortemporary Art Meeting, The work which ne
produced then has not, however, stood the passage of

—~

me. For that reason, the organisers decided this year
to msta}l a number of his works on the hillside where
ey will remain in permanent dialogus With’ the
surrounding environment. .. RN G
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Lee Rimon, dermim—Isxrael 1988

One-man exhibitaons:

1982 - '"Oude Raadhuis'" Museum, Aalsmeer, Holland; 1984 - "Raw Nerves', installation,
"Tat-Rama" Gallery, Tel Aviv; 1986 =~ 'UntonDust'h«objects - installation,

'""Meimad Katan'' Art Gallery, Tel Aviv; 1989 - 'Water!', Ika Brown Gallery, Talpiot,
Jerusalem; 1990 - ”Upstairs-DownstairéﬁﬁéggF#SﬁBV“ﬁallery, Tel Aviv.

Group exhibitions: G gaitandEaiyMedigfuchive

1978 - Fodor Museum, Amsterdam; 1980 - Stage, props design and construction for
Holland National Ballet, Stadsschouburg, Amsterdam; 1981 - Exhibition at Gerrit
Rietveld Academie, Amsterdam; 1984 - 'Ahad Ha'am' Gallery, Tel Aviv; 1984 -

"Soft and Hard" '"Amanut La'am" traveling exhibition, Israel; 1986 - Tel Hai Art
School, Ludwigsburg, Germany; 1987 - "Going' Performance with installation -

Tel Hai 87 Contemporary Art Meeting, Tel Hai, Israel; 1989 - Herzliya Museum;

1990 - Israel Festival, Jerusalem Theater Jerusalem;
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Jonathan Shiloni, Architect

Bora-in-Haifa, 1944,/

Graduate Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, Technion, Haifa, 1971.

1971 - one year's practice in the Jewisn Quarter, Jerusalem.

1972-5 - 3 years work and practice in Architect David Resnik's office, Jerusalem.

1975 - Opened private offices in Jerusalem.

List of Architectural and UﬁR?PnR?§1§n1PF9Q1%/&|‘J1§ -90.
1. Private houses in Jerusalem.
2. Vacation Camp in Moshav Mevoi

. Center for the Elderly, for

em Fd“ﬂﬁb%ﬁon Jerusagem.

. Solomon Hotel, E=B=-B~ Jerusalem

3ugljc Art and Early Media Archive
ion

3

4. Jerusalem National Diamond Center.
)

6. Sonol e Talpiot Gas Séa

-
/

7. Urban and Architectural design of Givat Komuna.

Bt sl A Y Jerusalem South Gate Compaund.

s L Uit A " Mount Zion and surrounding area.

Lo Aol 4 " Russian Compound.

i 5 L S i . 5 '"" Residential Compaund in Ramot, Jerusakem.

12. Houses and environmental projects, Morasha, Jerusalem.

13. urbdban and Architectural design in Village of Silowan, Jerusalem

14. Hotel and Tourist Center in the "High Commisioner's Palace' Promenade, Jerusalem.
15. Tourist and Observation Point on the Mount of Olives, Jerusalem.
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