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The Lion that Roared / Natan Zach

Avraham Elkanah Yossef Melnikoff left
Palestine on February 22nd 1924, a mere two
days after the ceremonial unveiling of his
monumental Lion of Judah (which was what
he himself had called it) or as others named it
~ ‘The Roaring Lion’ or, simply, ‘The Tel-Hai
Monument.’ Departing for London, Melnikoff
took only a few of his works with him, probably
some reliefs and sculptures, possibly not even
that. Of all the exhibits in his first London
displays (May 1935 and June 1936) we can be
certain of only one that it actually dates from
his Palestinian period (the Jerusalem E!fendt
No.7 in the Blo bury G

Itis indeed a fact that nearly all of Melnikoff's
works hailed in Britain as representing the
‘renaissance of Jewish Art in Palestine’ were
created in London — ‘with English clay’, as one
reviewer informs us. Interviewed by the local
correspondent of the Palestine Post
(forerunner of the Jerusalem Post), during the
course of his second London exhibition, the
artist explained that ‘the difficulty of
transporting his work from Palestine’

P 1a proper rep

~sculpture) — both of

that it was not an emigration) was spent on the
Tel-Hai monument, and his ‘cemetery
sculpture’ (he had been looking forward to the
into ‘p t
* and even ged to
secure me consent of Chief Rabbi Kook to the
placing of abstracted human figures on
tombstones) he could not take with him for
obvious reasons.

cor ion of cer

Was the major part of Melnikoff's early work

indeed lost in the destruction of the Damascus

Gate studio? At least some of |he sculptures
known to have

When Melnikoff returns to Haifa Port, after an
absence of twenty-five years, he brings with
him a large case containing 26 sculptures — 24
of which are his own; not a great number for
the length of time spent abroad — as well as a
set of sculptor’s tools (‘anything needed to
teach pupils’), and a piano. Among the
homecoming works is the magnificent
Jerusalem Effendi which he had taken with
him a quarter of a century earlier. He also
brings a portfolio of exquisite water colours,
most of which he had painted in Eretz-Israel
while working on his Lion, and none of which

- WM Jtor Hdﬂhadwwxd bdaB\(

the Ten Holy Martyrs (Asseret Harugei

Malkhut) t which Yitz Ka(; I

1925 - missing bas-relief 135\
ide thé.two, ostensibly fater
cai

e

3 Gamhel
stone sculj Agad Hillel and the /
1919 Otd Woman (pe&&v{ﬁd‘a lkoﬂ's%gvﬁesz
which

shown at the first ‘international’ arts and crafts

ot U e
achievements. This tallies with the known Pub e MMM i €

facts of his material circumstances. But our
growing knowledge of Melnikoff, the man and
the artist, suggests yet another reason for
such omission, namely, the wish to exhibit in
the British capital such works as were actually
created there, perhaps in keeping with its
prevailing artistic climate. Does he not, at his
first exhibition, display a larger-than-life figure
of Saint Paul — the Patron Saint of the London
Cathedral — alongside that of a monumental
Unemployed (it is a period of considerable
unemployment in Britain), with typical English
facial features?

With all this in mind, we need not scrutinize
Melnikoff's motives any further. Foritis also a
fact that at the beginning of 1934, when he
prepares to leave Eretz-Israel for his fifth
country of abode, he does not possoss enough

of the Association of Hebrew Artists in 19227
What happened to the four pieces of which the
Doar Ha"Yom writes in its issue of May 2nd
1924 - Lot, A Musician, Solitary Female and

had ever been exhibited.

The latter had been miraculously spared
destruction. At the time of the rampage in the
Damascus Gate studio, the aquareiles were
already in Metulla. They were also to survive
that other calamity which was yet to befall
Melnikoff, namely, the Nazi Blitz bomb which
wrecked his Adelaide Road London home in
1941, destroying or damaging some
two-hundred of his works. Even if the figure
quoted by the artist seems somewhat
exaggerated for Melnikoff it was a veritable
as one considers the
d-mmunon of his productivity in his latter years.

Dunng the years in which, after his death,

Portrait of a Woman? Where is of Our
Time — another larger-than-life sculpture of a
seated female figure, with which Moshe Ziffer
— at that time, not yet a sculptor in his own
right — recalls assisting Melnikoff in 19237

ikoff's collection was stored in Acco,
another 7 of his works mysteriously vanished.
Two of the missing pieces have acmallv
d during the neg(
the Aooo Mumclpal authorities and the
‘s daughter for the return of the works

Finally, where is the portrait of ‘Mrs.
which apparently impressed General Allenby
when he visited the artist's Jerusalem studio?
Some of the missing works have reached us
through photographic records. Unfortunately,
there is no trace or record of many others.
Whatever the fate of much of his early work,
the fact remains that when Melnikoff left
Eretz-Israel at the invitation of his English

for dnsplay in the current exhibition. Melnikoff’s
bad luck thus appears to haunt him beyond the
grave.

All of which should help explain the nature of
this exhibition: Why so many of the prncipal
actorg in our drama cannot appear in person on
the sme. also, wfvvwa had to attempt to fill

] and other

friends and patrons, his departure da
in more senses than one. The man

sculptures to mount an ad in
London.

The destruction of his Damascus Gate studio,
during the 1929 riots, left him with too few
works for a significant participation in a group
exhibiton, let alone a one-man show. Most of
the time between the end of 1929 and the date
of his departure (Melnikoff would always insist

54

who led the way, almost single-handed, in the

ion of a new, E rd-looking Israeli
sculpture, left behind him in the country in
which he had spent 16 years of his life, a
handful of sculptures, fragments of a saga, and
one major monument — the connection of
which with its creator also sank, as time
passed, into oblivion.

forms of documenwuon. the voids caused by
the ravages of wars and riots, by exile and
neglect. and by the dishonesty of men.

-
m
Strange as it may seem, Melnikoff never
thought of himself as a ‘revolutionary’ artist;
nor did he consider himself a modermsl but
rather a 'prog " or
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In his comments on Litvinovsky, published in

Davar of February 22, 1928, he indeed warns

us against confusing the two terms.

So-called ‘modernists’ — he argues — aim at
something contrived and artificial, whereas

‘progressives’ conform to nature and are true
to themselves. ‘There are no short cuts for the

progressive artist; he is but another link in the

unbroken golden chain of the art of Mankind.’

Itis only from such a stance that an
unquestionably revolutionary phenomenon as
twentieth-century Expressionism can be
regarded as timeless and traditional.
‘Expressionism is neither old nor new; itis
eternal, emanating from time immemorial.
From the early days of Babylon, Assyria, Egypt.
India and China, there exists one unbroken
Expressionist chain linking generations and
joining the various oriental cultures’ —
Melnikoff declared in an address at the
opening of an exhibition of the work of Shmuel
Schlesinger in December 1925.

The arguments appear to hang together. If the
revival of Jewish Art (or the art of the
Awakening Judah, as he designated one of his
monumental works) consists in the rejection of
an art-form based on classical. Greco-Roman
feutidations, and a return to the East for
inspiration and ‘roots’, perhaps there is really
ho revolution here but merely — the difference
of course remains one of semantics — a return
to the source, another ‘link in the golden
chair’/'progression’ rather than ‘leaps’ and
‘shopt cuts. Modern art (i.e., Expressionism),
with its great affinity with and admiration for
the arts of the East, merely made such a
¢hange of direction possible, just as Zionism
and the physical return to the ancestral land
had made it — for Melnikoff — inevitable.

And indeed this is how he sees it. The ‘idea of
the new art’ begins with the ‘glorious period’
of the Impressionists’ who broke down the
walls of the dry classic fortress and opened a
gateway for inspiration and a fresh
expressiveness.’ In the course of time,
‘innumerable charlatans’ adhered to the new
creed, thereby dabasing and abusing it. The
modern movement also gave rise to
ephemeral revolutionary trends such as
Dadaism or Russian Suprematism. (It would be
of interest to know how many other Israeli
artists knew, back in 1925, of Malevich’s
abstract geometrical art). ‘For us Jews the
modern climate of ideas has worked wonders.
It has created for us opportunities more
attuned to our spirit and mentality.’ For
generations Jews had been cut off from the
world of figurative art. This was SO for various
reasons — ‘the main one being that European
art had been founded on Greco-Roman
culture... And so long as Athens served as the
fountainhead of art in Europe, Jews
instinctively remained outside its confines.’
Only after the fall of the Hellenic citadel in

Europe, was the new era made possible. ‘Only- &
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Any future student of Melnikoff's artistic
career — of which more lies still hidden than
has come to light — will have to examine all
four of its main junctions: Vienna, Chicago,
Jerusalem and London.

Of his years in Vienna we know hardly
anything. We do however know that the
Vienna of his student days was the

pc t-S cultural rr polis in which

were, after all, i di

il, and buddlngAn
Decoallu ingled. Wh Melnikoff was

gether in close collab such

g gmed young men as Melnikoff and his friends

Reuven Rubin, Israel Feldman-Paidi, Pinhas
Litvinovski and Aryeh (Leo) Lubin (who had
studied in the same art school in Chicago as
Melnikoff and had also joined the Jewish
Legion),Nachum G and M hem
Shemi, as well as a not insignificant number of
hers and stud from
Bezalalwﬂh which Melinikoff associated and
exihibited at the outset of his career: Ze'ev
Raban, Meir Gur-Aryeh, Batya Lishanski,

orm should the new art in
rather than theoretical and
Issed on this point, he
ransweved by stressing -

yet to learn at the Chicago Art Institute from
his tutor, the Jewish sculptor of Czech origin
Albin Polasek - itis the Vienna of Gustav Klimt
and Josef Hoffmann, of the trend-setting
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Ferdi Hodler and Max Klinger exhibitions,
that indelibly marked his work. This is most
noticeable in Melnikoff's reliefs (compare, for
example, motifs in his Contrast of Ideas of
1924 with Klimt's Beethoven frieze), but can
also be seen in the geometric ornamental
stylization of his early sculptures and
tombstones, as well as in his bent for
llegorizing or in the E: S
manner in which he handles his women's
hairdress in some of his watercolours. His use
of gold and gold powder in his reliefs is yet
another pointer to the Austro-Hungarian capital
of the first decades of the present centu l
should be borne in mind, in this cohreti
that the artists of the Sezession had alveadv
looked towards the archaic: to the Egyptian

Iptural wo
and other cultures of the East no less than to ted, as
the archaic Greek. ich is the-m

Though there is no ground to speak here
imitation or dependency, there is also no oub!
in my mind that it was in Vienna that the
formative initiation of Melnikoff into the artof
the new century took place. No wonder he

+ grave of Dov G

Mordechai Avniel with his ivory carvings and
Rivka Stark-Avivit about whom the art-history
books only inform us that ‘she was well-known
for her Eastern-style miniature dolls.’

Itis only against this background, inclusive of
the Bezalel school, that Melnikoff's maturing
‘orientalism’ may be properly understood, as it
is only against such background that his
uniqueness and genius can also be rightly
appreciated.

Thus, were | called upon to determine the date
of the melamorphos»s inthe course of which a
gifted art the inspiring
pioneer of the new Israeli sculpture, | would
select these years, 1920—1922. This is the
time during which the Hebrew Artists

T O R e s

during this penod maxhe axhnbns his first
had mainly

Was later to l) — amongst

a !np 1 Ej ;dnbf s-mngs by
by on whmyf,’\'xe wggalso working
ime, The remarkable,
Sezessionistoriental W over the
Old Cemetery of
Tel-Aviv also dates from this period.

always pre_!ers the term Expressm@bw}t aod Ea([y Media Archive

of Modernism, a preference whic

be enhanced as a result of his friendship with
such declared Expressionists as the Hebrew
poets Uri Zvi Grinberg and Avigdor Hameiri. It
must also be remembered that the view which
regards Expressionism as a ‘timeless’ human
drive, rather than as yet another modern art
ism, is characteristic of some of the
movement's early theorizing.

The next focal point in Melnikoff's artistic
evolution — second to none as far as the

« idation and ir ion of his philosophy
and practice are concerned — was his period in
Jerusalem in the early twenties. The actual
encounter with the East, which for the artists

The years in England — more numerous than
those spent in Eretz-Israel — bear witness to a
new change; this time, one involving the
renunciation of most of tne avanl-garde

d. No more
Easmard—bokmg an but an art and craft that
makes No attempt to conceal its debt to the

by now West. The
influences can be clearly traced: from Rodin to
Epstein — not the | Y. sial,

Vorticist Epstein, however, but the
middle-aged, battle-weary portraitist now
working — as Melnikoff also does — mainly on
commission, aiming to please,

admiration for the heroism and sacrifice of
men such as Trumpeldor and Jabotinsky — the
latter the founding-father of the Jewish Legion
with which Melnikoff had come to Palestine:
and, perhaps above all, the fate that had

52

's surviving English works,
accomplished and expressive as they often
are, do not reflect any of the great adventures
of modern sculpture: neither Modigliani nor
Picasso, neither Archipenko nor Brancusi,
Henri Gaudier or Henry Moore.

Many artists require the right kind of milieu and
atmosphere for their work to flourish. It
that Melni had di d these in

the Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv and Tel-Hai of the
twenties and early thirties. When he found
himself cut off from them, a respected
drawing-room artist in a milieu that was
anything but stimulating or adventurous, he
suffered the fate of his newly-gained friend
Epstein.

This may partly explain the ambivalent notes
so many of the letters written in the latter
years of his life: an overpowering desire to
return to Israel from a Galut that becomes
yearly more unb and even * ;
alongside a no less strong fear of the possibl
loss of those financial advantages which he
had managed to secure during his long exile
London.m
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Let us attempt to reconstruct the situation.
After many weeks of hard labor, the sculptor
Avram Melnikoff and his helpers succeeded in
loosening a huge Galilean rock from its
moorings, and were ready to roll it down the
slope of the hill to a dirt road.

They pushed the rock from the crest of the hill
and as it descended, it gathered speed,
crushing whatever stood in its way. Alarge
group of Galilean children ran screaming and
shouting following the rolling rock. They had
been watching the operation for weeks. Now
they were witnessing one of its major stages.

|t was to take the sculptor still many more
months to bring the rock from the dirt road to
the spot where it was to be placed and carved.

A medical student in Vienna, an art studentin
Chicago, a coal miner in Maine, he roamed,
together with Jack London, through the
western regions of the US.A.. Avolunteer in
the Jewish Legion, a commander of the
Hagana in Jerusalem, he was one of the
founders of the Artists’ Association and its
chairman. He had seen much, understood
much and done many things. He felt in himself
the enormity of the deeds of Tel-Hai, and he
believed he had the power t0 transmit their
meaning by carving and compacting them in
stone. By creating the roaring lion, he
condensed the spirit of Tel-Hai, the life and
struggle of its defenders, into a single,
powerful, archetypal image, impressing upon
their experience the stamp of the eternal, and
charging it with mythic dimension. The lion, an

The 700 pounds sterling which the ient near-eastern image of strength, which
received, did not even pay for the umm?,} n ”wﬁm%@&w the ahaiert Hebréws and by

the rock.

did not increase this donation and there wer
those who suggested a smaller size sculptuge.
But Melnikoff, who knew the value of many
things, would not be persuaded. He paid for "/
the sculpture out of his own pocket and'with ~
the sweat of his brow. Budget or no budget,
the sculpture was to be carved
the measure of the man Melnikoff and made to
fit the scale of the heroic myth which
nourished the artist. We do not know which
myth, but the widely scattered traces he left
on his restless wanderings suggest that the
man searched for a role which would rivet his
actions to the flight of his adventurous spirit
and that he followed a horizon which forever
receded into the distance.

The donor who knew the price of evervlhingi

the Jewish people, is sculpted in modern

j-abstract formand evokes the pain of
who fefland of the gfieving survivors.

lone stasd$ b buardian at the gate of
istorical movements. Only a horizon
finy /

) { ,}:ompleges" unifies a
-whole cultural movémien!

_____ yth alone saves
the power of imagination from aimless

accdrlifiglte: Art M@”ﬁmﬂm‘ﬂ\‘\?ﬁ?@i and
‘ents to cosmic

historical smic forces and lends
them transcendental significance.

We have devoted this exhibition to the work of
Melnikoff — his sculptures, drawings.
watercolors and notes, and to the nearly
forgotten man himself. "

We should like to thank Ms. Hava Melnikoff,
the late artist's daughter, for donating several
sculptures to the University Art Collection and
for helping with preparation of the exhibition.

We should also like to express our gratitude to
Dr. Reuben Hecht for his continuous support

of our activities, to the Reuben and Edith Hecht

Fund, and to the Haifa Art Foundation for their
generous financial support.

We especially wish to thank the following:

the artists Shimshon Holzman, Batya
Lishansky, Moshe Ziffer, Chaya Schwarz,
Tsiyona Tajer; the art critic Mr. Yitzhak Katz;
the editor of Et-Mol, Mr. Shlomo Shva; the
editor of Gazit, Mr. Gavriel Talpier; the senior
journalist Gavriel Zifrony . Ms. Shoshana
Abulafia; the art historians Dr. Gila Balas, Mr.
Natan Harpaz, Ms. Tamar Katz, Dr. Mordechai
Omer, Mr. Yigal Zalmona; Mr. Yehezkel Maroz
of the Archive and Museum of The Jewish
Labour Movement, Ms. Rosa Spivak of the
Vaad Hapoel Archives; the directors of the
Tuviahu Negev Settlement Archives; and the
Kfar Gil'adi members, Nahum Horovitz, Yitzhak
Hankin, Moshe Neufeld. and Yossef Malamud.

We express our gratitude to the following
museums and collectors who kindly lent us
works of art from their collections:

The Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam; The
Mishkan Le’Omanut, Museum of Art, Ein
Harod; The Tel-Aviv Museum; The ““Menorah”
clubin Jerusalem and its chairman, Mr. Max
Goldfein; Mr. Gavriel Dabara, Herzliya, who
also contributed from his knowledge; Dr.
Harold and Mrs. Esther Shapiro (Hameiri).

Finally, it gives us great pleasure to thank Mr.
Ezer Weizman for the loan.of a film
documenting the different stages of the
development of the Tel-Hai Monument; Mr.
Gerald Burton and the sculptress Lelia Zuaf,
who devoted time and energy 1o restoring the
sculptures and reliefs.

Avram Kampf
The Art Committee,
The University of Haifa




" With the beginning of the 19th century, the term “Jewish™ ™

art” becomes ambiguous. The French Revolution had encour-
aged both Jews and non-Jews to adopt a national identity in
addition to a religious one. Moreover, the abolition of medieval
guild restrictions enabled the Jew to study art, while his status
as a citizen motivated him to contribute his artistic talents to
his nation rather than to his particular religious community.
Although, as previously noted, portraiture had manifested itself
among Jews prior to the French Revolution, it was not until
the 19th century that the artist of Jewish origin could free
himself from strict subservience to Jewish religious needs and
pursue art as an independent. discipline. Hence, the record
of Jewish participation in the'art of the 19th and 2oth centuries
becomes the history of the contributions of professional Ger-
man, French, Dutch, and American artists of Jewish origin
to the general development of Western art. Few of them have
been particularly concerned with Jewish subject matter.

In Germany, early in the 19th century, Moritz Oppenheim
(1800-82), one of the first successful Jewish painters, produced
a series of genre scenes called “Pictures of Traditional Jewish
Family Life,” which were somewhat saccharine and shallow.
Later in the century, in eastern Europe, artists of Jewish origin
— such as Samuel Hirszenberg (1865-1908) and Isidor Kauf-
mann (1853-1921), who had received their training in the acad-

emies of Germany and Austria — al$o attempted to' give visual’ '

expression to the Jewish scene. Their mi

tely realistic nar-

rative renditions of Jewish life in eastern E arope, full of pathos,

and sentiment, were popular in-their day /despite their lack of
genuine depth of feeling or sincerity. Qut of this eastérhl Bu-

ropean school came Baruch (Boris) Schatzgﬁ‘Sé6—I'932). who

in 1906 voluntarily left his post as the head of the Bulgarian
 Academy of Fine Arts in Sofia to help establish the Bezalel

School of Arts and Crafts in Jerusalém) svhich had-as/itécprimaryive

aim the fostering of a Jewish art. This aim, although in con-
sonance with the emerging Jewish nationalism, proved un-
realizable because western European art was already severing
its ties with nationalistic goals.

Nonetheless, several modern artists have succeeded in re-
fracting in their art their specific Jewish religious and cultural
background. Foremost among them is Marc Chagall (q.v.),
a painter influenced by the cubist school, whose imaginative
poetic flights of fancy, drawing heavily on his early childhood
experiences in Russia, are firmly rooted in the Yiddish folk
idiom. Max Weber (q.v.), one of the outstanding pioneers of
modern art in America, conveys, in the elongated, distorted
figures and faces of his Talmudists and Hasidim (whom he
portrays with poignant lyricism and vibrant color) some of the
ecstatic and spiritual intensity of these scholars. These artists,
in a genuine rather than an artificial response to a resurgence
of ethnicism, attempted to strengthen their ethnic identity by
seeking out Jewish motifs.

In modern Israel art is little influenced by such European
Jewish experiences as ghetto life and worship; religious . sub-
ject matter, in fact, is rarely treated. -Many prominent Israeli
artists paint the picturesque sights of the country and its people,
using postimpressionist, Fauvist, and expressionist styles; espe-
cially among the younger generation there is evidence of great
interest in the nonobjective idiom.
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With the beginning of the 19th century, the term “Jewish
art”’ becomes ambiguous. The French Revolution had encour-
aged both Jews and non-Jews to adopt a national identity in
addition to a religious one. Moreover, the abolition of medieval
guild restrictions enabled the Jew to study art, while his status
as a citizen motivated him to contribute his artistic talents to
his nation rather than to his particular religious community.
Although, as previously noted, portraiture had manifested itself
among Jews prior to the French Revolution, it was not until
the 19th century that the artist of Jewish origin could free
himself from strict subservience to Jewish religious needs and
pursue art as an independent. discipline. Hence, the record
of Jewish participation in the'art of the 1gth and 20th centuries
becomes the history of the contributions of professional Ger-
man, French, Dutch, and American artists of Jewish origin
to the general development of Western art. Few of them have
been particularly concerned with Jewish subject matter.

In Germany, early in the 19th century, Moritz Oppenheim
(1800-82), one of the first successful Jewish painters, produced
a series of genre scenes called “Pictures of Traditional Jewish
Family Life,”” which were somewhat saccharine and shallow.
Later in the century, in eastern Europe, artists of Jewish origin
— such as Samuel Hirszenberg (1865-1908) and Isidor Kauf-
mann (1853-1921), who had received their training in the acad-
emies of Germany and Austria — also attempted to give visual
expression to the Jewish scene. Their minutely realistic nar-
rative renditions of Jewish life in eastern Europe, full of pathos
and sentiment, were popular in-their day despite their lack of
genuine depth of feeling or/sincerity. Qut of this eastern Eu-
ropean school came Baruchg(Boris):'Schatz (1866-1932), who
in 1906 voluntarily left his post as the head of the Bulgarian
Academy of Fine Arts in Sofia to help establish the Bezalel
School of Arts and Crafts-in Jerusalem, 'which had as its primary
aim the fostering of a Jewish art. This aim, although in con-
sonance with the emerging Jewish nationalism, proved un-
realizable because western European art was already severing
its ties with nationalistic goals.

Nonetheless, several modern artists have succeeded in re-
fracting in their art their specific Jewish religious and cultural
background. Foremost among them is Marc Chagall (q.v.),
a painter influenced by the cubist school, whose imaginative
poetic flights of fancy, drawing heavily on his early childhood
experiences in Russia, are firmly rooted in the Yiddish folk
idiom. Max Weber (q.v.), one of the outstanding pioneers of
modern art in America, conveys, in the elongated, distorted
figures and faces of his Talmudists and Hasidim (whom he
portrays with poignant lyricism and vibrant color) some of the
ecstatic and spiritual intensity of these scholars. These artists,
in a genuine rather than an artificial response to a resurgence
of ethnicism, attempted to strengthen their ethnic identity by
seeking out Jewish motifs.

In modern Israel art is little influenced by such European
Jewish experiences as ghetto life and worship; religious sub-
ject matter, in fact, is rarely treated. -Many prominent Israeli
artists paint the picturesque sights of the country and its people,
using postimpressionist, Fauvist, and expressionist styles; espe-
cially among the younger generation there is evidence of great

interest in the nonobjective idiom.
Joseph GUTMANN
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—1

The "Tel Hai ‘94 Events" - a contemporary art meeting, will be held this
year during the festival of Succot, 20 - 24 September 19%94.

The "Tel Hai Events" began in 1980 and are held every three to four
years. This event has become one of the most important art happenings in
the field of sculpture, sculpture in nature, and contemporary art.

On the Tel Hai College campus and on the adjacent "Sculpture Mountain®
works by more than &0 sculptors from Israel and abroad (Kadishman, Micha
Ulman, Tomarkin, Danny Kargvany Dennisy Openheimer, and others) have been
placed. The sculpture event is accompanied by dance, music and art
exhibitions and recitals and A™ summarized by catalogs published for
each event. / 3 S

. M\RTLAB

The curater for the "Tel iﬁai’?éﬁjEvents“ will be Dr. Gideon Ofrat,
curator of the Israeli pavilion .at the\VenL;E/Biannale.

The main subject of thisbyesn(snevent \wddd /behii¥ehuda and the Galilee”,
a central theme in the literature, drama and art of the Israeli artistic
lifestyle of the twenties and thirties, and a subject which has renewed
contemporary meaning.

During the exhibition days symposiums and lectures will be held, the
"Israeli Sculpture Path" will be dedicated with the placing of an
enlarged bronze cast of Boris Shatz’'s (founder of the Bezalel art school
in Jerusalem) statue "Moses and the Ten Commandments™. There will also
be dance and music performances and an agriculture fair to celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles.

(&
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90 Years of Sculpture in Israel

The goals of the exhibition will be:

a. to demonstrate the vitality, diversity and quality of Isracli
sculpture.

In recent years sculpture has become a more central and
substantial part of art activity, a trend which has to be
acknowledged and encouraged.

b. to present the leading trends which have molded the
development of Israeli art.

This exhibition, like pr;vious ones, does not pretend to be the
absolute sum of the history of Israeli sculpture, Quraimisto ™

create interaction between the artists and their public.
The corner stone of the "Israeli Sculpture Garden at Tel Hai"
will be layed, as a tribute to 90 years of Israeli sculpture.
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q AMERICA-ISRAEL CULTURAL FOUNDATION, INC.
41 East 42nd Street (Suite 608 )  New York, New York 10017
(212) 557-1600 * FAX: (212) 557-1611

Ms. Aliza Amir-Zohar

Executive Director

Tel Hai Rodman Regional College
Upper Galilee 12210

Israel

Dear Aliza:

on behalf of the Board of Directors of America-
Israel Cultural Foundation, I am pleased to take
this opportunity to thank you so much for your
gracious hospitality during our recent visit to
Israel. Enclosed are some mementos of the
occasion, with extra copies to pass along to Asad
Azi, Sidney Rosenstone, the 3 young composers
(Spiro, Voisey and Harduf), and the students who
are pictured. [NTtdllappréciateycur passing these
along.

i TN
Thank you se much for sending the copies of your
May newslet m I/ nding them around to the
participanés E}ythe-ilz\Qig-,"‘-hnd I know they'll be
pleased to see the' visit of /AICF to Tel Hai is
noted with pride. We xeally enjoyed our day with
you and ask that you send along our thanks and very
best wishes  to ~Dan . lan, . Rami Rodan, Sidney
Rosensidﬁé}“Yééééﬁ ﬁ'ﬁi}”&é”d“Azi, oded Zehavi,
Daniel Peralta and all who were so kind to us
during our visit. Per your fequest, enclosed is a
complete list of the memberg of our group.

I look forward to meeting/ you again soon; until
then very best wishes.

KMH: eg Executive Director USA
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