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Makhtesh Ramon (The Ramon Crater) and the Negev Mountains surrounding it constitute
Israel's largest nature reserve, extending over an area of more than a million dunams.

The desert sculpture park constitutes an additional human link to these.

The Conceps for the Development of the Park

In the Negev mountain range and North Sinai one can discern innumerable sites of human
presence, built of local stone in low, horizontal structures.

Some of these sites relate to livelihood - encampments and sheep pens; some are spiritual
- ritual structures and burial places, the latter usually found on hill-tops and crests
and visible from afar. Some can be found within the territory of the park. The aim here
is to excavate, reconstured and im_:grpqlr/ase them in t/he park - the sculpture of nomads
from some four thousand yggrs‘.\\;il:g;o.:;\‘lrj‘\v" the ‘cqmu"\)gt years, additional sculpture will
gradually be added, all construcféd of lo?;al stone e

Sculpture is the shaping of masses by spatial and ‘t‘e’rﬁﬁoral forces. There is tectonic
sculpture, erosive sculpture, aeolian sculpture, volcanic sculpture, meteoric sculpture.

Human sculpture can join these-in the brief instant of its existence, on its own scale,

with its own technology.

The Ramon Crater is a combination of tectonic and erosive sculpture which has been in

continuous creation for the past 40 million years.

The beginnings of the sculpture at the edge of Ramon Crater go back to the fall of 1962, to
an international symposium attended by eleven sculptors from Israel and abroad. The
idea of the contemporary sculpture along the rim of the cliff was to add to the stone
sculptures of previous generation a geometrical rock formation to be designed by present-
day lIsraeli sculptors.

The participants first toured the site in March 1986 and familiarized themselves with
that portion of the cliff designated for the sculpture. They chose the spot for their work,
and acquainted themselves with the the character of the quarry rock and the saw-mills

made available to them.



Each sculptor was allocated a site of 100 x 100 meters on the rim of the crater cliff.

The second tour was early in May, when they marked the stones they would use in their
work. These were tranported by heavy mechanical equipment to the individual sculpture
sites.

The work itself was done in August 1986. Dozens of rocks, moved by the heavy equipmment
and with minimal hand-shaping, were carefully placed by each sculptor to form his
desert sculpture.

In March 1988 an additional development stage was implemented. The sculptors who had
worked here in the fall of 1986 were invited to adapt their rock formations further -
dialogically with the cliff edge.

Co-Existence 9-21 Aprill) 19951 1N7
At the entrance of the Desert Sculptlx! Park on the edge of the Ramon Crater,

we: Micha Ullman and |, shaped nelrly smoothed by a caterpallar heavy shovel-dozzer,
the gray-yellow marl basin, and lald by: an Astro scaled calculatlons a 30 tons and 8 tons
lime stone rocks by a heavy crane.

We oriented the siting of them to’the (Concrete7m:
1962, which is located at the cliff edge. C /'t Arc!

Ctalbsculpture by Jaques Moeschal,

Eren Ogign
NMfJV dp<evt ISRARL
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SAFLULIM
Mitzpe Ramon 1995

Micha Ullman Ezra Orion

Two rocks were placed in the Yellow Valley, at the sculptui
park, on the edge of the Ramon Crater. In each, a depres
the form of half a ball is carved, one - 12.5 cms. in diame
second - 46 cms. in diameter; the distance between the two roc
is 13.8 m.

If we minimize the solar system to the state of Israel
Metulla to Eilat, the size of the large depression will be the
as the earth. The size of the small depression is the same
moon. The distance between them is relative to reality.

The depression of the earth inclines towards the winter s
moon - towards the summer sun. Each day, the sun delineal
the phases of the moon.

1IN XTY TOIX »
According to thisyscale;nthe sun Niﬁw;si&uated approximately

Ramon Crater. The plzyets tmg the sun are I
settlements or other ﬁ in’ Israel 0: its neighbours.

» ARTLAB .,
Sun : Clay factox‘y at the\&amun/érater
Mercury : Mount G%¥anim® (Ramon' Crater)
B Public Art Archive
Venus : Givat Mezach (Ramon Crater)
Earth : Mitzpe Ramon
Mars : Mount Aricha

Jupiter : S'de Boker School
Saturn  : Kibbutz Revivim
Uranus : Darwish (Jordan)
Neptune : Tubas (West Bank)
Pluto : Eilat
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Micha Ullman with Ezra Orion
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SAFLULIM
Mitzpe Ramon 1995

Micha Ullman with Ezra Orion

Two local dolomite rocks were placed in the Yellow Valley, at the sculptures park,
on the edge of the Ramon Crater. In each rock, a depression in the form of half a
ball is carved, one - 12.5 cm. in diameter, the second - 46 cm. in diameter; the
distance between the two rocks is 13.8 m.

If we minimize the solar system to the state of Israel, from Metulla to Eilat, the size
of the large depression will be the same as the earth. The size of the small
depression is the same as the moon. The distance between them is relative to
reality.

The depression of the earth declines towards the winter sun; the moon - towards
the summer sun. Each day, froqx sunrise \tg s,?g]s&t , the sun delineates all the phases

of the moon, inside the d%?res JONSE =S
THATX) 2NN NIAKX 1IN

According to this scale, the s ituated approximately in the Ramon Crater. The
nine planets orbiting the s cated at settlements or other places in Israel or
its neighbors. i > ARTLAB .

Sun: Clay factory at the Ramon Crater -

Mercury:  Mount G’vanim (Rathéti Cratef)° 101
Public Art Archive

Venus: Givat Metzach (Ramon Crater
Earth: Mitzpe Ramon

Mars: Mount Aricha

Jupiter: S’de Boker School

Saturn: Kibbutz Revivim

Uranus: Maan (Jordan)
Neptune: Tubas (West Bank)
Pluto: Eilat

The work has been realized as part of the International Artists Museum Event in
Mitzpe Ramon, April 1995.
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